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- No Neceſſity for - a Proteſtant to turn 
|. Roman Catholick for Salvation. 


| TE areall I hope thus far argeed, "That faxcere Chri- 
| ſtianity is the ſure Way to Salvation. That to be 
þ-2225 ſaved, we muſt have the Hearts, and not content 
| our ſelves with the bare Name and naked Profeſſion of Chri- 
| ſtians. That the Authority of God and.Divine Truth, and no 
: worldly or carnal Concern mult ſway and govern our whole 
: Converſation. It we be not religious in good earxeft, reſoly- 
7 ingand endeavouring to honour God in Heart and Life, ac- 
/ cording to the Holy Goſpel of our Bleſſed Feſws, it's no matter 
' tous what Religion we profeſs, or to what Church we join 
| our ſelves. Wickedneſs and Hypocriſy, through what Church 
| ſoever our Way lieth, lead afſured!y to Hell, A wicked Pro- 
| teſtant and a wicked Papiſt will in Hell be of the ſame Com- 
| munion. w_ 

{ | True Chriſtianity is none other but that which was taught 
; at firſt by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and all they who believe and 
' live according to their Doitrize {ball be ſaved. Herein again 
| weareallI ſuppoſe agreed. And if {o, Ithink it yery reaſo- 
/ nable we ſhould agree as well in that which I now add. Tt 
| IS not material to enquire whether a Man be of the Church 
! of Rowe, or of the Church of Exg/ara, to find whether or no 
| he may be ſaved ; but he that would fatisfy himfelf of the 
| poſſibility of Salvation in the Way wherein he now is, ought 
| to enquire whether he believe and live according to the Do- 
| &rine taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;, ſeeing they who do 
} this are goodChri/tians, what other Names loever Men. may 
beftow upon them, and all that are ſuch ſhall be ſaved. If 
ae | - B 


there- 


a 


therefore I may be able to RON my ſelf that I believe, pl 
| live according to the Dot#rine deliver'd by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ftles, T-haveno reaſon to doubt of the Poſſibility of my Salua- 
tion in the Way wherein I zow am,” tho it were fo, that I had 

| never heard to this day of any ſuch Thing as a Church headed |} 
by a Pope or Biſhop of Rome. And I am yet ſomewhat confi. } 
dent that a Man may believe and liveaccording to the Do#rine 
of Chrlf and his Apoſtles, and never hear of a Biſhop of Rome; 
becauſe once Men certainly did ſo, and yet' were ſaved... ' | 

The zext thing therefore that I have to do, is to enquire by |: 

_ what Means I may certainly know, what was the Dofrine of | 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; for by the ſame Means whereby this | 
may be known,l may alſo know the certain Way to Salvation. © 
If there be noſuch Mears left us, we are all Fools in profef- * 
finga Religion,the certain DofFrize whereof can by no means : 
be known. If ſuch Mears there be, there muſt be ſome cer- 7 - 
| 


tain Records ſafely convey'd down from their Time to ours ; * 
for by what other Means we at this diſtance of ſo many hun- 
dred years ſhould be certainly inform'd what they taught, is : 
by me unconceivable. "Fheſe Records then are to be diligent- 
ly ſearched into, and impartially examined, and whoſoever * 
is found to believe and prafiſe according to the Do@rine in 
thoſe Records contained, may be concluded to be inthe Way : 
to Satvation. | 
 Such'certain Records we have, even the Books of the holy 
Ewvangeliſts and Apoſtles, which (together with the Books of | 
the 01d Teſtament) we call the Holy Scripture. In this we: | 
are all again unamimous, both Papiſts and Proteſtants a- 
gree, that the Dot#rine-in theſe Books contained is the Do» + 
F#rine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and Divine Truth. Whence 
it certainly follows, that whatfoever Do@rine- is. contra- | 
-ry to the Dottrize contained in theſe Books, whether it © 
it be taught by Papiſts or Proteſtants, 1s to be rejeffed as none 
of the Doftrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. It ought not .; 
therefore to ſatisfy me, that this or that Doctrine istatight # 
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nd } by the Church of Rome, or by the Church of England; for by 
mt which of them ſoever it be taught, if it be found contrary to 
\c- | the Doitrine of the holy Scripture, it is by the Conſent of 
aq 1 both Churches to be rejefied. Now ſeeing we Proteſtants 
&d | take this holy Scripture, and it only, for the Rule of Faith and 
G. | Life; it iscertain, that holding to this Rule, we do not ery 
| either in Be/zef or Pra#ice : while on the other ſide we can- 


ne : 
not be ſure, thot they do not err in both, who receive ano- 


©> | ther Rule ; till it appear that the other Rule which they re- 
yy | celve, is as rue and certain as ours is acknowledged to be. 
of | Our part of the Rule, and that which indeed we take to be 
is | the whole, being granted us; all the Qzeſtion-is about their 


| | part of it, Ours is On all hands granted to be moſt ſure and 
f> © certain, theirs alone remains diſputable ; and therefore I 
: cannot yet ſee any reaſon, why I ſhould think their Way 


r. 7 ſafer than our own, except it can be ſafer to follow an wxcer- 
. - | tain than certain Rule, which I think no. body will be 6 
1. | hardy as to affirm. TE, Wo 

is | The Rule which they of the Roman Communion advance 
t. | againſt ovrs, is that of Tradition. I am therefore next to 
-x- | to conſider, Firſt, what they underſtand by it: And, Se- 
1 | condly, what greater reaſop T can find to. perſwade me, that 


my it is ſafer to truſt to it, whether ſingly, or in Conjuntion with 
" © our own, than to our own alone, which is the holy Scripture. 

y This Tradition conſiſts of ſuch Doctines of Faith and Pra- 
'f | Hiceas are ſuppoſed to have been taughteitherby Chriſt him- 
. | ſelf, or being diQtated by the Holy Ghoſt to his Apoſtles, were 


n | delivered by them to the Church, not in Writing, but in 
» | Wordonly, and ſo have ſucceſſively been handed down from 
& | Father to Son, unto the preſent Age. And theſe are all ac- 


| cording to the Council of Trext to be received with equal 
+ | affetion of Piety and Reverence, as the holy Scripture. 

| 4 Now I confeſs, if it may appear as evideztly to me. that 
} Chriſt or his Apoſtles left ſuch Dogrinesto the Cuſtody of the 
z Church, of equal neceſſity to = Salvation of Chriſtians, _ 
2 thole 
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thoſe that are written in the ne eos it doth that they * 
left us theſe which are writre in the Seriptare 3 and if T may 
be well aſſured; that rhe/e-very Dotfrines which the Church 
. - . of Rome now holds, and pretends to an Authority of impoſing | 
upon all Chrifendome, are indeed the very /ame which were * 
at firſt (as aboveſaid) deliver'd to the Church, I can ſee no | 
reafon why I ſhould not be bound to believe the ave as firmly 
as the other. For ſeeing it is the Authority of the firſt Preach+ 
ers of it, and-not barely the Writizgs of it, that bind me to | 
"believe the Dottrine; it I can be equally affured, that as well ! 
| . what is «written as what is written, was preach'd by them, | 
as xeceſſary to the Salvation of Mankind, I muſt needs allo ' 
own an equal Obligation upon me to believe them al/ alike.  \'* 
But zeither of theſe could I ever fee clear'd,. nor can I con--4 
ceive any hope that I ſhall hereafter. And ſeeing the proof >* 
of both lies wholly upon them, who affirm both ; I cannot 3? 
be obliged to believe them, till by ſuch proof they have cow- * | 
vinced me. In the mean time, 1t ſeems enough to me, that ! | 
God himſelf was pleas'd to fignifie to the World his Wt in } 
writing, which I cannot imagine why He ſhould do, had he | 
not intended we ſhould learn his Wil from what is writes, | 
and not from any «unwritten Traditiov. And 1 am the: more ? 
confirm'd in this Opinion by this, that he did not uſe zhis |. 
way of revealing his Mind unto Men at the frf, nor till af- 3 
ter the World had had a very long time to diſcern by expe- 7 
#ience the Unfaithfulneſs of unwritten Tradition. So that *' 
. this and ſome other Conſiderations whereupon the Papiſts uſe ! 
to ground their Arguments againſt both the Neceſſity and Per- | - 
fe#ion of the Scripture, ſeem to me very fully to evince both | 
the one and the other; and ſo to leave no room at all for 
mo #nwritten Traditions as any part Of the Rule of Faith and 
Life. -- Wes ati 
_ + Yet, ſeeing they, who are always preaching this Do&rine | 
to us, That there 5 no Salvation for them that are not of their | 
' Communion, preach 1t. not as a private Opinion of their own, | 
| | - No; ' Or] 
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i | Study of the Seriptures, and ſecking out for my Telf in thew 
| a Way to Heaven; when I may be ſure, by ſtepping over.the 


| Tan Infalible Judg, whom: if I do but follow; I cannot go.a- 
at 


in | would diſpute for Damuation., On the other fide,..1h I ſhall 


na | determined it for a certain Txutb, hath already err'd both in 


fe / 


”_ : Religigu appear allo wo be, Ht3 L-£/ 0J, IDES DItT! ©: 
th { But here I meet wath a very great D. calty- un, mMy-W2F, 
= Lam going to ſeek out the 7ruh or F d of this Aſer- 


1d | ton ;. that however I may be. able to ſatisfy: myſelf, yet I 4 
"4 ſhall never (for qught I can fee) be ableto ſatisfy them who b 
1 arethe Authors of it, any other way, than by.a total Submi/-- 


- 4 fon of my own Judgment and Conſcience. too t0, their Deter-- 
w F mination, and a nd Obedience to their Wl. The Diſpmre: 


(as3 
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(as is-evident) is between two Churches, the oe whereof 
challengeth to it ſelf the big-ſwoln Prerogative of being the | 

' 'Lady and' Mother of all Churches; a Sovereign Authority of. 
preferibing tothe Faith of all Chriſtians; the Right and in- || 
communicable” Priviledg of being the Sole and Infallible Fudg % 
of all Controverſies in' Religion ; finally, an unqueſtionable # 

| Power of defining and declaring toall the World the true and 2. 
only Terms of Salvation. Now, that this Roman-Mother and. ! 
Mifrefs-Church, ſole Commandreſs and Infallible Fudg, ha- * 
ving already in the falneſs of Power determin'd it,and by her ? 
Supreme Authority impoſed an Oath upon her Subje#s tomain- ? 
tain it, That none out of her Communion can be ſaved, ſhould * 
after all this, in pure Condeſcenſion to Men declared Hereticks, © 
diveſt her ſelf of her Authority, lay aſide her -— ran Defi- : 
nitions, come down from the Tribunal and the Throxe of Fu- * 
dicature and Majeſty, and ſtand at the Bay ſubmitting her ſelf * 

- and the whole Casſe to an indifferent and equal Tr;al, is a 7 
thing as little to be hoped for, as it is yet unagreed upon by * 
what Law, Jury or Judg the Controverſy ſhould be decided. 
Andtruly on the other fide, it ſeems to me altogether as un- 7 
reaſonable in her to accept, That we Proteſtants of the Church 
of England, tho we pretend to nothing of this Exorbirant 
Power over Her or other Churches, or of determining: Dif-. ! 
putes for all the World, ſhould yet, upon a naked Summons 
from Her, whoſe Authority we queſtion, and ſee no reafon - 
toacknowledg, forthwith /ub/cribeto the Sentence of our own © 
Condemnation, without any fair and legal Proceſs, or indeed © 
ſo much as yield to a Trial, where our profeſſed Adverſaries © 
muſt be at once the Law-makers, Accuſers, Witneſſes; and ' 
yet this'is moſt notoriouſly our Cafe. | * N 

' What courſe now in this Cafe can be taken by us? The #7 

| Church of Rometells us expreſly and peremptorily, We cax- * 
ot be ſaved *out of her Communion. ' Muſt we believe her 2+ 
without any-more ado ? That's irideed the way to'make a 2 
ſhort endof all our Differences, -for then we muſt yield to be © | 
2 RE Her? "I 
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.” to turn Roman Catholic * for Salvation. | 
Her's, or elſe run headlong to Dameation : But if we believe 
her not (as for my part I know not how we can do, till we ſee' 
ſome reaſon why we ſhould do fo) the Diſpure (for ought I 


ol | canſee) is like to be endleſs.- For no ſuch reaſons can, or 

> Z ought ſhe to give us, if ſhe will be conftant to'her /zf, and 

4 7 ſtand to her own Principles, (as will prataly appear anon ) 

4 J and if ſhe deſert her own Principles, the muſt yield her ſelf 
1. 3 tobe fallible, and not the true Church ; and then in vain is all 

r 7 ralk of Reaſons, why they that are not of her Communion * 
s 7 ſhould be damnes. : > 

4} However, ſuppoſe it be pretended (as indeed it is) that 


: 
f 
a 
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/ we have had ſufficient Reaſons given us, why we ought to 
: believe her in this Point. This then is the preſent Queſtion 


_ = between us, Whether ſhe hath given us ſufficient reaſon for 


- this, or no. She confidently affirms it, We as confidently de- 
” ayit. She calls us Ss Hereticks for denying it, and lays 
Z many a heavy Curſe upon us : We for this think hera very 
* unreaſonable and imperious Miſtreſs, uſurping an Authority 0- 
2 ver us, which God never gave her. Who I wonder ſhall 
- now be thought fit to decide this Diſpute? She will be-rried 
7 and judg'dby no other but her ſelf; tor She is reſolv'd to be 
2 Sole-and InfallibleFudg in all Controverſies of Religion : That: 
2 1s in plain terms, She will accuſe us, and ſhe will kaveus no 
: room: for our own Defence ; She will condemn us, and ſhe 
2 will not permit us to. queſtion the Fuſtice-of her Sextence. She 

; tells us, we are bound to believe her, and obey her, or elſe 
; we muſt die eternally for it. We deſire ſome reaſon may be. 
7 brought to convirce us of this Duty : and ſhe tells us again, 

2 ſhe is. our Sony 200 Infallible Miſtreſs, and Mother, and 

* Jadg ; and 1o the Concluſion is, We mult believe ſhe hath 

3 this Supreme Authority and Infallibility, becaule ſhe is Supreme 


" 2 and Iwfallible ; which we can yet ite no reaſon to* believe,, 


* and therefore cannot believe ; and/becauſe we cannot believe - 


Fit, we are declared-to-be Hereticks, and- in-a-State of Dam- 
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 recede. from her Cl4iz to this Supremacy and Infallibility ; it - 


-and\cannot diſcern any more hopeful way to it in the Church 2 


_ And here the jr thing I am.to conſider is, what I mean by 4 « 
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t. the Church of... Nome will h y od v7 "Non | 


ſeems, plain to. me, -that there-is no, poſſibility of fatisfying-: 


her any way, whatloever but by- 91e/ding my elf up intirely. 
to her without any farther diſpute. ,' But becauſe I cannot do ® 
this, without violence to my Conſcience, and incurring that Þ 
very. Damnation, which ſhe would perſuade me thereby: to } 
prevent ; I mult of neceſſity leave her a while to. ſatisfy her | 
elf about the Trath and.Charity of this Dafrine as ſhe can; | 
whilſt I for my own private Satifatioz: take into a very ſe- | 
rious Conſideration thelie two things. 
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_.. 1, Whether I. can diſcern any folid ground: to hope, that 

.. * I maybe; /aved, as Lam now'a Proteſtant of the Church 

1 Of England, 

IT. What more hopeful way to Salvation the. Church of 
Rome can me put ;into, ſhould I enter into her Com- © 
MuRIOR. | SY Eh Et 6 


If the reſult of this double Exquiry ſhall be, that I really | 
think my-ſelf ina fair way to Salvation where I am already, ! 


4 «>, & * * wt 4 
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of Rowe ;.1 muſt needs accout.my ſelf bound in. Conſcience, | 
and under the. Penalty of Damnation, to ſteer my comrſe ac- .. 
cording to the beſt: Light I ſhall be able, 'by ſuch a diligent _ 
and umpartial I»qziry, to attain unto, and content my elf 2 ;. 
with that Religion, which ſeems beſt and ſafeſt to me, till 7 
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ſome better and-ſafer can be found. 
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"The firf thing I am to inquire into, is, What good ground ; R 
of hope 1can diſcern that'l may be ſaved as .T-am a Proteſtant. i 


the Name of Proteſtant, as it is own'd by the Members of $3 
the Charch of England, and as I can heartily anſier to it. - ;} 
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_ By a Proteſtant I underſtand-no other but a Chriſtian, ad- 
 hering firmly both in Faith and PratFice to the written Word. 
of God, and proteſting againſt both the Faith and Praftice of 
the Papiſfts, and all others whatſoever, fo far only,” as they 
| are either repugnant to the: Holy Scripture in any thing, or 
7 «ngrounided on the {ame in things pretended by them zeceſſa- 


IN + OS 


4 ; ry to-Salvation..” Such Proteſtants do weof the Churth of Eng- 
| «pd. profeſs. qur-ſelves to be, as is apparent unto- all, from 


” # the 6ch of our XXXIX. Articles, affirming, That the Scrip- 
? 7 tures contain all things neceſſary to Salvation ; ſo that whatſg- 
2 ever « not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, us not ta 
S be required of- Any. Maz, that it ſbould be believed as an Article 
” of Faith, or be zhought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. ' . 
>  Thisis our very firſt Principle, as weare called Proteſtants, 
© and ſuchan one I do. heartily profeſs my ſelf; neither ſee T 
Fo © yet the leaſt caule to doubt of my Salvation, whilſt by the 
© > Grace of God 1 live anſwerably to this Profeſſion.  'For that” 
© 2 the Proteſtant Religion built upon this Prizciple is a ſafe Reli- 
7 910m, is I think altogether as plain, as that Chriſtianity it 
© ſelf, pureand unmix'd, is the Way to Salvation ; becauſe *tis 
2 plain, that this Religioz we profeſs, holding to this Princj-' 
* ple, can be nothing elſe but pare and »nmix'd Chriftiepiry, 
= being that, and no other, which 1s contained 'in the Holy 
= Sereptere. .:, | - £ 
-* Ts then the holy Scripture the Word of God or not 2 Was. 


= 


R 2 it given unto us of God to be the Rule of. our Religion, that 
2 is, of our Faith, Worſbip, and holy Converſation, or was, it 


A 1» DS > 


ſl ; not? If * Bellarmine may be credited, this-is the Declarati- * pe yerb. 
* oz of the Catholick Church, both in the third Council of Car- Pi. 1. x. 


| 3 haze, and alſo in that of Trent. The Books of the Prophets © * 
7 and Apoſtles are-the true Word of God, and the fire and (table - 
4 * Rule of Life. : And as he ſhortly after adds, :The mo# ſure 
. Zend fateſt Rule. Now, whether it. be the compleat, perfett 
y Sand adequate Rule, as we conſtantly affirm ;- ot only a partial 
f Rule, or but ſome part of it, & the Papiſts contend ; #f [9 
| has | | tt 54 
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not ie; and therefore unqueſtionably rain al things what'-Þ 


ſoever it teacheth us; agd of thoſe many excellent things 


. which it rey pany teacheth, its one Perfet#ion and Suffict- b 


ene is one, and for my prelent Satif aition very conſider able. 


find 1n the frſt place; that God himſelf writ the Tex Com- Þ 
mandments, the Compleat Rule. of Piety and Juſtice, with his | 
own Finger, Ex0d: 31. 1,18; Dent. g. 10." & 10. 2, 4. That: 
he rommanded thern to be written on the Poſts and Gates, Deut. 


6.9. & 11520. That Moſes .wrore all the Words of: the. Lotd, 


Exod.'24. 4. and deliver'd the H73rimg"ro rhe Prieffs to. be” © 


read uxito the. People, Deur.3T. g.- And.that the Xjng was to 
laveby him a Copy of it'for his'Dire&Qion, Devr'17. 18. I 


find many Curſes denounced againſt the Breakers of it, Der. 


28. 58.-and Bleings promiſed to them that keep it, Dear. 


$0. 10. I find it was exprelly forbidden to zda-anto it, or ra” 
£ 21919 > - y ' }; T% p : Y nd ; , þ a « & = : Py 
aiminiſh from-it, Deut. 4.-2,.1%; 32... To tur from it t6 the 


right-hand'or to the left, Joſh. 1. 7. And that the.good Kjngs 
were careful to order all things aceording to it, and to reform 


The Law of the Lord « perfei?, converting the Soul, Pfal.1 9.7. 
nor to find 1{aiah lending Men. zo the Law, and to the Tefti-' 
mony, ſaying, .1f any ſpeak not according to this Word, it is be- 


cauſe theres no Light in them, Ifa. $..20.. 


Again,. Ifind our BY, fſed Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles. © 


conſulted; will be beft able to inform us, For-. 
s granted to be the Word of God, whith can-. 


what had been amiſs by it, 1 Chroz. 16.40. 2 Kjngs 22.13. 3 
Andtherefore I'do not wonder to hear the P/almi#, frying, | 


. ers to that which had been wrirzez.1n rhe Books of Mofes,in the 3 
Pſalms, and in the. Prophers, ' They have Moſes and the Pro-' | 
phets, let them hear them, faith Abraham in the Parable, Luk. © 
16. 29. Seerchthe Scriptures (faith Chrift, Job. '5.-39.). for | 


in them je think pets Eternal Life, ' and they are they which"? 
ef i of me. _Thnd that. Sr. Lyke,, writing fiis Goppel, gives 7 
his Theophilus this good reaſon forir ; That thou mightft know | 
a] TT” EE - - the || 


tha certaant a ter? EWY bd ba bein jnſtritte 
Lok. I. 4. wn things which are moſt Jorely believed a is 
| y.1; al chings of which elf had per fel unter panding from 
's the-wery. firſt, v. 3. I find St. Joby, who awxrote laſt.of all 
8 the Apoſtles, affirming, that tho Fefic did.  othey Signs, 
3 mwhith are not written in that Book of this, yet thefC tte: "Prirrer, 
;j- | that we may believe that Jeſus i the Chriſt the San of C God, aid | 
is 8 chat believing we might have Life through his Natye,” : Joh: 20, 
t' #76; $1. And finallyT find Sc, Pawlaſlertingi the Prifeition 
3 ofithe Holy Seripture as fully and plainly as "any Mart can 
, | ſpeak, 2 Tim. 3.15; 16,17. laying, * That rhe Floly Scripture 
e' ts able to make a Man wiſe anto Salvation} Faith whithfs 
0 
I 


» © 4» Chriſt Feſws. That all Scripture 1s: given iration of 
ne ay and ts profitable for Dottrine, Yor. Repo a Eorretts. 
.' 7 on, far Infirudtion in Rightcoo/meſs, thattho Mtv wow WW a) 
E be day throu Faro dbet ans all good Works, Now + 
'/ More can. we defire, than ts be made wiſe tupto Salvation”? 
} And weare here plainly told, that'rhe holy Scripture is able 
to make us ſo. ' What more can-be' needful to dire@us i i 
the Way:to Salvation, than what-'we inay* learn from #Hhi 
] Scriptare? It is ohne for our» Information and 
"3 ment in the. Truth, tor the Confut ation of 'Error and Hereſy, 
2 fdr- the Correttion of Vice and W ickedpefs, for our- To fron 
2 io Ri ighteaufnes. It is 10 profit able for aH'theld purpoſes® that 
7 thereby 4b# Manof God, the Paſtor and Teather tha made 
| canpleat, and well farniſtfd for-albrhe branchevof tis Office 
all the works of his hol 7 Calling. In ſhort,: it is able to bring 


-* ns to Faith in Chyf.? pat ind mg Jer os ately wo ha, 
o ſoall 20s periſh, but haus vert 
'N Bucrhordhovs 3 from the te Qes Sh Jera,' the 

* Unwritten or Oral Tradition hath ever: Fr a tos ol 
3 fula thin tobe relied on for ſo'gicat\a matter py here 
"N TI re fore the Flood, notwithftandir SHO fp Lives 
"3 af Men; 6 few Principlevof  Nurupadl iRet}p hers 
Y finefe RIA —”.. thingy egrcalew Dam»: 
N: 
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Nature, yet- all Fleſp-had..foon corrupted his Way upon. rhi © 
' Earth, Gen.-6. 12, and every Imagination of the Thoughts of | 
' |' Man's Heart was only evil continually, v. 5, And after the Y* 
Flood, the whole World:was quickly over-run-with 1dolatry.: ® 
| So ilbwas the DoFrivewhich had been preach'd by. Nozh and 
his Sops,. preſerved:/by Oral Tradition. Nay; T find, that af» 3* 
ter God:was - pleas'd to give the Jews his Will in Writing, Þ 
- their Teachers had ſo corrupted the Do#rine of God with | 
their-Traditions,. that.it' was a great part of our bleſſed $avi- * 
ours buſineſs; to reſcue it from thoſe Traditional Corruptions. I 
Hereproves the'Soriber'and Phariſees for tranſgreſſing theCom- © 
mandmepts of Ged'by their 'Traditions, Mat. 15. 3. ſhew- * 
ing.them how. they-had made 7t of none effett by the ſame, v.6b. 
And that.iv vain they worſhipp'd .God, teachiag for Dottrines \* 
the. Commaydments of Men, .v.\9.. \And-St.. Paul warns the * 
Coloſſians to beware of being deceived through Philoſophy and 
wain Deceit,. after the Tradition of Men, ; 6s the Rudiments :* 
of the World, -and not after Chriſt, Col. 2.6. And the ſpe. # 
cial occaſion Of writing molt of the Epiſtles, yea and:the Go. © 
ſpels-too, ſeems to be the Danger that Chriſtians were in of © 
being ſeduced by- falſe Teachers, from the Dofrize of Chriſt $ 
and his Apoſtles, under the pretence of Tradition. Such were | 
the Wolves in Sheeps loathing, Mat. 7. 15 Falſe Apoſtles, de- * 
ceitful Workers, transft orming. themſelves znta the A oft les of "# 
Chriſt, 2:Cor..11. 33: Pretending to.another Goſpel, Gal: 4. * 
6.: Menof Sleight and exnning Craftineſs, lying in wait to de» + 
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CErVe; Eph. 4. IA. - : ? z X ITes ? T . Z 
hat} ind in the Seriprure, T mult needs conclude, } 
ter inform'd, \ that it. is a [uffictent Rate for usS:to Þ 
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; ax wiſe anta Salvation, laith' the. this-Infallible Scripture; and 
Ewe take-no other but this Holy and Ifallible Scripture for the 
BE Role of our Faith and Religions Prattice, lay we Proteſtants. 
EZ What now ſhould hinder. me. to infer from-hence, that if the 
BSriptare be. the Word of God, we Proteſtants are very well 


Fas weare; for we have. the Word: of the Infallible God, and 


@ 1%: ' 2 
: IEG 
Fs. 


i ko ks 


> ECharch (as ſhe will needs be accounted) to aſſure us, that 
; Radhering, to the holy . Scripture, we are in the ready and ſure 
. Jay to Salvation. Ef 

_ 3 - Farther yet; as Iama Proteſtant of the Church of Exgland, 
= 2T do declare1n the words of our VIIIth- Article, That. the 


Zthree Creeds, \Nice Creed, Athanaſius Creed, and that which is 


d believ'd; for they may be proved by moſt certain Warrants 
F Holy Scripture. Seeing then, we receiye and throughly be- 


FF Rome her ſelf profeſſeth to believe; and which were thought 
3 by the Carholick Charch of Chriſt,, for above 400 Years ater 


2 neceſſary -for the Salvation of Chriſtians; I think Thavehence 
1 gather 
2 Proteſtantsare in the dire Way to Salvation; that we are 


TT ow im ri oe» X09 & 


{Points of Chriſtian Faith, whereof the Catholick Church evi 


Fif-it may ſtand us in any ſtead, the Word of the Infallible - 


, eve the ſame Cyeeds,, and no other; which the Church of 


2 the firſt planting of Chri/tianity, to contain all Pornts of. Faith - 
this farther Confirmation of my Aſſurance, that we þ. 


of the very ſame Religion; and no other, in all the neceſſary - 
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*commonly called the Apoſtles Creed, ought throughly to be-received 


: $ dently was in the fir/# and pureſt Ages of it. In the forr firſt. 


' - 2 General Councils no other Articles of Faith were held needful 
3 to be believed by Chriſtians, but thoſe of theſe Creeds,which 


; 


3 theſe zhree Creeds contain all xeceſſaryPoints of Chriſtian Faith, 


2 Name.of Hereticks. If it be not zrye,. then were all. thoſe 
* Primitive Chriſtians as. much Hereticks as we. are, . and knew 


© 


UMI 


* we entirely own and believe... Either then it is true, That . 
2 or it is not. Ifit be zrze, we are ſafe enough, and can with : 
# no colour of Rea/on.be ſaid to err in Faith,. or to deſerve the - 


' & no more, than we.do, . what. belong'd to. the. Salvation..of 
. | Chriſtians. . 
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«Chriſtians. And irangely perriet is the Chareh if "Roi ih 
approving the Fazch of thoſe 


Conncils,which one of their yroft 
_ famous Popes and Saints is ſaid to havereverenced as the four 
. Goſpels, and yet-to condemn ours, «tho-in all Points the yery 
ſane. Eſpecially when the:Third of thoſe Councils, 'held-at# 
Epheſus in the Time of Pope Ceteftine, did exprelſly decree.” 
That it ſhould not'be lawful to utter, write, or compoſe any other” 
Faith, beſides that which had been defined by the Holy FathersS 
evngregated in the. Holy Ghoſt in tha.City of Nice, Ordering,” 
that all they ſhould bepuriſb'd, who tender'd any other to. ſuch 
as had s defire to be converted to the Kyowleds of the Truth, whe-* * 
ther they were Gentiles, Jews, or of any other Hereſy. Where-' 
by *tis plain,that the Fathers in this 47rd Copncil did conclude % 
that:Creed to comprehend the entire Faith of a Chriftian,. 
And indeeds Man'would think that the Council of Trent s 
-had in the Beginning of it been altogether of the ſame mind, 
-when of the ſame Cyeed it thus declared it ſelf; 'That it i that # 4 
Principle wherein all that profeſi the Faith of Chrift do meas YL 
ty agree, and the Firm and Onely Foundation againſt. which the? 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. 2 i ; "of 
I may, I think, upon theſe Conſiderations, without more* 
ado, be very well ſatisfied of. the Safety of the Proreſtans © 
\ Religion. "The Papiſts themſelves mutt grant, That what-"7* 
ſoever we believe or prattiſe, as of neceſſity to. Salvation, re»: 
-ally is ſo; and therefore, that we do not ery either in our. ® | 
Faith or Praf#ice, whilſt we live according to our own Pria-7 


L | 


£ : * 


b  totarn Roman Catholick for Salvatm. 5 
"all Proteſtant Religion © therefore the Pap Rebgion is tht Je er. 
"FE Suppoſing now this way. of arguing for the Safety of their 
Religion from the Confeſſion of both Parties be of any ſtrength, 
Bas they muſt ſuppoſe it to be, who ſo often. and confidently . 
Suſe it ; then muſt the like 4rgument from the ſame Medinm, 
F be altogether as firong for. us. I would only beg of them to 
” Merant me this, (and Ihope they will not fay my Requeſt is 
> qunreaonable) That that Religion is the ſafeſt, all the Dotrines 
Bwbercof are the trueff. If they will not grant me this, they 
""Smuſt grant-it ſafer to hold ſome falſe Doftrines than' all true. 
*"3But if they think this abſurd, then muſt they give me leave 
q, hus to argue ; That Religion i the ſafe, wherein all Do- 
, Ffrines held or taught, as neceſſary to Salvation, are, by the Con- 
5 eſfion of both Sides, certainly true. Now both Sides confeſs, that 
a, Doftrines, hed or tangh in th Proteum Religion oe ce. 
© $ainly true; and both Sides do not confeſs, that all Dottrines- 
ol eld and taught in the Popiſh Religion are certainly true : there- 
by ore the Proteſtant Religion is the ſafer. The ſame Articles of 
*_ ith, the ſame Rules and Precepts of Life, the fame 47s 
Zof religious Worſbip, the ſame holy Sacraments, the ſame holy 


Orders of. Miniſters, which we have; the very ſame have 


Li bey alſo.. But they have many things of all theſe ſorts, 
which we have not ; no nor any other Chriſtians, but thoſe. 
F :of their own Commu And therefore to ſtrengthen my 


<4 


 BCburch upon Earth, which I am confident no Papi# will ah . 
© FThe Conſequence is plain, becauſe all Chriſtians all che World 
bs over, 
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. oyer,. that make any Figure of a Church, hold the ſame both 
Faith and Prafice with us, in what we account neceſſary to 
Salvation, the Church of Rome it ſelf not excluded. END, 
| Tho it be very certain, that we. poſitzvely and affirmatively 
hold nothing in Faith or Practice, as neceſlary to Salvation, 
but what's held by the Church of Kame her (elf, and all o- | 
ther Chriſtian Churches ;, yet will not the Men of that | 
Church allow us any poſſibility of being ſaved, whilſt we are ' | 
Proteſtants. And he, ' who of late hath been at fome Pains | 
tO repreſent the Papiſt to us in his faireſt Dreſs, hath labour'd | 
as hard in this Poixt, as inany other, to ſhew that his Church ! 
is not «zcharitable in the Doctrine She delivers concerning | 
our deſperate Eſtate. - Now althoughT am” not enquiring, 
whether this Do#rine be charitable or uncharitable, but only | 
whether it be-#rue or falſe ; yet, for my better SatisfaCtion, | 
I will examine all that he faith torhis purpoſe. © Þ 
"He tells us, His Church doth nothing herein but what (be '| 
hath lears'd of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. ' And if he can ſhew |} 
me Fs, I muſt needs be fully ſatisfied,” being” verily” per- Þ 
{waded they never taught any thing uncharitable or untrue.” | 
To ſhew this, he tells us, how Chriſt,” Mark. 76. 16, hath | 
ſaid, He that believeth and is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved; but he © 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned. © And this is all his Church © 
delivers in this Point, If this be all She delivers, we cannot # 
call her «ncharitable for it, for we our ſelves willingly ſub- F 


{cribe to this Sentence of our Bleſſed Saviour. Only we | 


think, he did not here zeachand authoriſe the Church of Rome | 
to ſay, That all who are not of her Fzirh and Communion, i 
| ſhall be damn'd; tho ſhe knows they believe all that Chriſt |} 
ſent his Apoſtles to teach them. I donot 'find in the Romer | 
Ritual, that the Church of Rome in the Baptifing either of | 
wr þ or adult Perſons, uſes or requires any other Copfeſſion # 
of Faith, but that only of the Apoſtles Creed, which'is the: 
ſame we uſe; and if to beleive and- be baptiſed in this Faith, "7 
be enongh for the Salvation of Papiſts, why is it not enough [ 
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BY alſo for' Proteſtants ? 


Trentine Faith, and Þ. Pins his Creed be-neaeſſary.to Salva: + 
tion, why 15 there ao. mention made pf them. inthe Roway 
Order of Baptiſm? - FDI TY Ce hh 

*- He adds that of St. Paul, (r Tim.-4. 1,2, 3.) where fare- 


| felling of ſome who in later times would come and preach a Doc- 


rrine, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain {ran 
Meats, which God hath ereated''to be received; he. brawds' thens 
pith the infamons Title, of Men that depart from the. Faith: 
gizing heed to [educing Spirits, aud Dofrines of Devils. -. And 
ſeveral other. Places of Scripture he then produceth, toſhew 
that Heretichs,. ſuch as they that affirmed. the RefirreQionta 
be paſh already, or denied that Jeſus is the, Cluilt, '&e, are-in 
a-Stateof Condemyation. Other Texts of Seripture be brings, 


. Wherein Chriſtians are. charged to be.unaximous, and con- 


demned for cauling S:rife and Diviſions, warn'd'to maintain 
Þaity,: and; not . to:hearken to falſe Teachers and. Sedacers, 
&e. But'I find not by/all this, thar. St. Paul or any: of the 
_ Apoſtles, taught the Church of Rame, which both forbids to 


' erry, and commands tO abſtain from Meats allow'd of God'; 


which teacheth divers Dottrines, whereof we find not.any 
thing in the Scripture, to condemn; thoſe. for Heretichs; that 
adhere wholly to the Doctrine of the Scripture; or for-Sehiſ- 
zacticks, who hold Communion with all Chriftians,' lo: tar as 
they keep to the DoG#rine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and di- 


E. widefrom the Church of Rome, no tarther, than in thoſe Points 


ogly wherein they: cannot hold her Communion and the: Dor 
#rine of Chriſt too.” I do not ſee,: but after the ſame-rate,: as 
he here defends the Charity of his Church, he might alſo de- 
fend her Juſtice, if She ſhould pretend, that becauſe:Chri# 
commanded his Diſciples to fetch him another Man's: A{sand 


5 herCole; Shedid but what he taughe,, in taking away other 


Mens Goods, and giving no- other" reaſon [for it. but: this, 
that-ſhe hath zced of them. FF 477 ery als ram ron 


| What 


man ( atholick for Salvation. © ; 
And if the Additional Articles of the 
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- What the Papifts ſay more, t6 ſhew that 'we can have ev” 3 
Saving Faith, is one of theſe two things. * Either, frft, That. * 
Ks not an extire Faith,” there being (as they lay) many:ae- - 
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ceſſary Articles which we believe not: Or, Secondly, That 


it 15 00 right-grownded Faith, ſeeing it-15 not built upon ſuth- * 
cient Authority, that is to-fay,-0n the Authority of the Carho+ 


tick Church. ©  . © ET > 

Their fr/# Objetion to the Proteſtant Faith is this, That it 
is No entire Faith, And hereT am told by the Repreſenter, 
There is. no more hopes for one that denies obſtinately any one 
Point of Catholick Faith, tho he believes all the reſt ; than 
there is for one that keeps Nine of the Commananients; with the 


Breach of the Tenth. . Now this ſeems to me-no great Encou- | 
ragement to change the Communioz of the Church of England | 


for that-of Rome, if an entire F aithand ian entire Obedience 
be but equally neceſſary. IT wiſh with all my Heart I could 


FEEIRT ad. os # , ED . EY" 
ib Td et I LIES. 67's Cha Þ 3 

{ % a'P vg Ig" OE Eb reg Eon Wo Was oe OE En, : 

4  -+ $ A [ ' F = bf 
XK... + 4% LS 9H. IT ae ad J 8 Ne: 
Py 3 F 4 K's) es % 7 

> 49.4 * Ac 

NS ” F C LI. 


be-as ſure, that the Church of Rome doth not break the frft | 


Commandment, by her Invocation of Saints, and Adoration of 
the Hoſt ; and the ſecond Commandment, in her Adoration Of | 
Images and the Croſs; as I am ſure, that the Church of Eng- | 
lend- neither 9bſtinately denies any Article of the Catholick | 


Faith; norcountenanceth the Breach of any oze of the tenu'Coms © 


wandments, as that Church ſeems too miuch todo, whilſt ſhe # 
takes no little Care, that the People may not know them alk, © 


We ſtedfaſtly believe the whole Scripture, fo far as we are | 
able to w 17 Per br it .explicitly; and when we do not jm | : 
plicitly, we receive the three Creeds, which have ever been |} / 
thought to contain the entire Faith of a Chriſtian :: wherein | 
then.is our Faith partial or defeftive ?-I muſt conſider that | t 
anon: at preſent, ſeeing Ob/tinacy, according to our Adver- | | 
faries, 15 a neceſſary ingredient of an Heyerick; I can eafily | | 
aſſure wy ſelf, tho I do'not ſee how *tis'poſſible for me to ſas | a 
bisfy ;hem,- that Iam no Heretick ; for T certainly know, that Þ * 
Iam very deſirous to be throughly inform'd,and tobe brought Z 7 
to a right underſtanding of all neceſſary Trarhs ;- and am ſtill & 
- '1n. 


* 
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jon of Mind, to believe any 


pre Or. all of their Articles, whenſoever they Thall pleaſe ro 
prove the Truth of them, either by Seriptare, or by unque- 


. {ftHonable. Apoſtolical Tradition. TI am ſure therefore, I deny 


Hot ob/tinately any one Point of Catholick Faith. But till they 
vouchſafe me the proof I defire; T muſt content my ſelf with 
the Scripture, which is able to make wiſe unto Salvation through 
Faith which s in Chriſt Jeſus, and not inthe Pope of Rove, 
nor in'the Roman Church. CO | PR. 
" And yet I find, that it is for thi eſpecially, that we are 
calPd Hereticks, that we adhere only to the Scripture ; and that 
they often explain their meaning, in beſtowing that Ti#le-on 
us, by calling us Stripteriſts and Goſpelleys; and ridicule us 
for talking of ozly Scripture. © But when I confider, that this 
is the Fundamental Hereſy wherewith we are charged, Fcan- 
not but a little wonder at it ; and find lefs cauſe than'ever, 
to think we can be Heyetitks indeed, or that they can call 


3 us ſo any otherwiſe than in jeſt. Can they grant the Serip- 


ture to be the Word of God, and the Goſpel to be the Power of 
God unto Salvation ; and yet in earneſt call us Herericks for 
being Scripturiſts and Goſpellers ? It, ſubmitting our Faith in 


Z all things to the Scripture, we can be Hereticks ; then muſt 
* the Scripture teach Hereſy, and cannot be the Word of God. 
” What a Contradiftionis this | 

: and Hereticks ; which 1s in effe& to ſay, That we adhere on- 
Z ly tothe Infallible Truth of God, and yet are guilty of obſti= 
$ nate Error in the Faith ? SY 


in Papiſts, to call us Striptarifts' 


What is it then wherein our Faith is defettive? It is in 


| this, that we donot believe all that the Church of ' Rome pr@ 


pourids to be believed. 'This indeed would make us Papi#s, 


y | dut whether it would make us better Chriſtians than we are 


= | 


ts one that lives and believes what is preſcribed in the Council off 


already, is not ſo certain. A Papiſt (faith the Repreſenter) 


t E Trent. ' Butthis Rule of the apes Faith came into the 
1 3 World" (as we think) too.late, alnioft” by fifteen. hundred 
_—— {Eh 54:50 D252 09900% Pears: 
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7 whence it may gam any, Credze to, it (elf, Ir i 

q fem very trange to any conſidering Man,” That the. "it: 
3 God ſhould leave us a: Rele in writing, 00 

$ us how: to-honour- Fam, and att 


HOOD 1. Fol i nn nd in. dE ee edt bt RG RS a be ada a bo oboe 3-297. 


Fe ian Cathlich fr 8a Sian; 


le: Fe 1N 3 FR to ſet us know his Mind: ard -: Ye 
Yee: .for once, ſpeak out plainly, it will be a little hard for- 


F him toafſure 1s, that none of his. Succeſſors ſhall hereafter 


atreAitf him ; unleſs he can fatisfy,us,”thar he has. as well 
E Gift of Propheſing, as that of defining and. imerpreting. * 

' However, it 15 for nof believing the new Articles of Trent, 
that we are CIPRO Hereticks, and out of the way to Hea- 


C ver. - And the ree/o7 is,, becaule theſe Articles are ſup ofed 


Gith the 


cripture, 
4 te in Traditions unwritten; xohw are to 57 received with 
the ſame «ffeition of Piety and Reverence ,. and the rh, he 


that disbelieves any Article grounded apy April Ek ” tr. 
tion, is no-lels a Heretich, than he that d is}: EY Far 1 : 


to be as firm! pet | ON the Wore. o) EGS, as Fra ofe 


Rnritten in the Books of Scripture.” IF 1 knew ho tobe 


tisfied concerning the Authority. of this Counctt,. Teolld ca- 7 


ntly arms. But ſolong*as T. .cannof 8G 
of it's pretended Authority, Tam lates apt FS 26.5 
it was not the clearneſs 0 this Principle that moved it: to. 


fly tell what Credit I ſhould give to. es which, to 
: | 


E make ſo many either #»ſcriptural or antiſcriptural Decrees 3. 
7 but rather the defire it had of indicating | its 7 thyal f 
| DofFrives and Pradtices, that made it necelfh af 


tile 


ſuch a Principle. And indeed whenT, well coafid NIE! 
not. a little comforted by it ; that this exuling Carils 
Tradition with Scripture, which is the very Baſes of the Ro- 
miſb Religion, is one of the molt incredil {oh MF 
World of- 2 ſelf, and AS de itute of any. tolerat 


urpole to dire 

Jin to agH10D; "Þ 4 

this C ommenaation, that it is able to wn, 71 ieſen ene Nt 
Lyct omit a great many things alrogether as neceff 


= 


bh 
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thoſe ends, as thoſe that are written; and without the Belief: 
and Praftice whereof, thoſe that are wri#ez can no whit avail 
us ; and yet never ſo much as once telf 11s in all that Writing, 

hither we ſhould go to {eck- and learn them: Nay, that: 

e ſhould omit therein the principal Point: of all, and with-. 
out which all that. is either wri#tem or unwritien can fignify | 
nothing, that 1s, to tell us, "That the Roman Church is the | 
only true-Charch, the only ſure and Tofallible Toterpreter of all | 
that is written; and the only. faithful Kyeper of all that is us. | 


£4 


written ;. from the Mouth whereof wemuſt receive all ſaving 
Truth. _ his T think is a thing that muſt needsbe very hard 
for any one to. believe, that believes the I»fnire Wiſdom, | © 
Goodneſs and Veracityof God. And how it can ever be made x 
evident, that there are ſuch neteſſary unwritten Traditions,\or 
rhat theſe, which the Church of Rome holds, are zhey; T rhink | 
no.Man living can imagine.” T am ſure if the Pap;fts way of 
reaſoning be good, it's ſafer not to believe this. For all Sides | 
conſent, that the Scripture which we have is the certain Word. 
of Gor but all Sides are not agreed, that yzawrittes Traditt- p 
ons ate the Word of God ; therefore it is ſafer to; believe the 
Scripture only to be the Word of God, and not Traditions. 
We hold us to Scripture, and the Papiſts grant that to be the F J 
ſafeſt Rele ; their greateſt ſtrength lies in «wwritren, or (as 
they ate Wont ta fpeak) Oral and Practical Traditions; which | 
BRO [ Engl 2, is, 00 hore but” Report. arid Cuſtom;  and* 
wiether there can reaſonably be thought any certainty in. 
theſe, equal to zhat of the written Word of God given by Di- Þ 
ne Inſpiration, can be no hard matter for a very weak Un-"F 
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Ut 
derſtanding todetermine, oO 
i,” That, which makes theſe #nwritten Traditions of the leſs | 
Credit with me, is the aſſurance T have, ' that a' preteace to. 
them, anda vain confidence in them, hath produced much 
NPs, Honey +0 well known, how fe, 
#7, and tip long the Errors of the Milknaries, and of ddimi-B,; 
rhſiving Oe Eee 66 Tofugd ; (to'mention' no" riore) pre-F 
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vaifd on this account. ' Andithe.carly * Schiſms' betwixt” the 
Roman and Aſian Churches,. about the keeping of Eaſter; and 
the. hot Conteſts between: the Roman. and African Churches 
about-rebaptizing Hereticks, were occalion'd,. and upheld-by 
Pretences on all hands to 1raditien. This was the only Re- 


| 2.4; 4 we. 4 ; a. ®, _ +l 
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i the Apoſtles were ignorant of” nothing, and differed not among 

; themſelves in their preaching ; but they will, not have it, that 

"they revealed all things 20 all; for ſome things they deliver d 

? | openly to all, ſome things ſecretly. and'to 4 few.; "and that becauſe 

- | S:. Paul uſerh.this ſaying ro Timothy, O Timothy, ; ktep; rhat 

T which is committed to thy truſt. And. again, that good thing 

f which is committed. to..thee, keep. | Irenaus allo makes. mentiog es 
a of Hereticks who, affirmid, Thet| out of - the. Scriptures the yar.1, 2. 
1 Truth could not be found out by them who underſtood not. Fradi- c2. 

. | tian, becaufe it was wot deliver'd by Writing, . but by living 


Voice; for which canſe alſo St. Paul ſaid, we ſpeak Wiſdom among 
them that are perfett..  St..Auguftine. 1nhis 997th. Tra#. upon 


QA 


* © John, faith, that all the moit fooliſt Hereticks,. who deſire tabe 
« © accounted Chriſtians, uſed tocolowr their audacious Fittions with 
k | « pretence. from that Sentence of | the Goſpel, Joh. 16: 10...1 
Fl have. many things to ſay unto you, but you cannot bear them now; 

| Thus. did the Herericks of old walls plead -.Tradztion, | and 
; ought ra.ſtrengrhen rheir Plea by ſuch placesaf SPIptureas 


Ftheſe ; which are the very ſame, .that the Papiſts produce to 

the ame purpoſe, as may be {cen in. Relarmire, and others... 
T . But I find, that the-Orthodox Fathers of, the Church were 
-Hof another Mind. c:The\things. which we. find. wot-in the Scrip: 
+: Wores. (ithiSt, Anbroſe), hom.can. we uſe theer?: Ambr,'Offic, 


Fr hat. Woe deſign'd for. thoſe. that add or take. away, Tana 
£ | FT Y | | aith, 
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fuge of old for Hereticks, when they were confounded by the 

© Scripturs, to take ſhelterunder Tradition : whence Tertulian +, pa 
call'd them Lucifug as Seripturarum, Men who ſhunn'd the Light Prater. «. 
of the Scriptures. Again, ſaith he,- They confeſs indeed that 25: 


WM. 1.0.23. Let thoſe of - Hermogenes his-Shop auh'Terculs Terr. adv. 
$1an) ſbew that it is written.: . If it be not written, let-thems fear — 


g teen. Lg. Fails; Glue "it AYIA elacb't: 46s ou es 

I oy by the Will of oy a+ telrver'd nnto us in the Scrigraves, robe 
the | | tr of* onr - Faith: | St. Hierome againft | 
Helottiws, calls 2h is criptures the only Fountain Fs Truth. ii 
_- Aug, 1. 2. "Let ms bring (faith St.-Auftin) for trial, not the deceitful Bal- 
TI wo” ” Jances, where we may hang on what we will, and how we will, atour 
" own pleafure ; ; ſaying,"thiss heavy, and thi eloghe; but let ws 

0 74 t bring the Divyre Baller xc the Holy Ser Ptares, anll in that let 
7 _—_ igh; wk our the 


ahe  elont i Capi 
weltknown, that E 
"If now, after 41} t 
means yer grarit -thar- "od Shavings ers the atop: = 
.; be mrirter, Ni fri #0: much in the Commenaatian thereof ; 
nl they d6-wotyer rhe thin gs necelfary to'Sitvarion, but 
fore pare of "etefſury" > Wings Cas both fome Fre 
ht "of old; ant'Pa) piſts now would Taye believed ): was 
only whiſper'd cOVatety into the-Fays of. the Apoſtles, as My- 
fertes unfit at that time to be'communieated to wnlgar Chri- 
frond \and that the -H)o/fler' (tho they\were commanded by 
Chr; 30 preach jon the Hoaſe-tops that which he had told heb 
privatcly in the Ear, Mat: 20:25; did-not* yet think them- 
ves obliged fo obey this Command'in writing all that was . 
weeeſſary;"but rather to-conceal for's tirne, -a' conſiderable 
part of | hee DoQtrice.. - Yea, ſup ofe that this was 
one pringipelulſc of St, Perer's Ky9s, rok hc theſe My- 
—_ inthe Cabinet of the Churches Bresft (let the Church 
: | ify-what-it- canJ\ to be communicated to the World, in 
/ er-Agesby piece-meal, fo as the ſhould find Men prepar'd 
| Naik pdiey to receive them.' Yerefterall, T muſt needs . 
ink, that we to hardly dealt with to be called Herericks 
roy not believing theſe: Hiing> riſ-ſomiething be produced}; 
whereby we nyt aſlurd, certher that thefe-things which 
they 
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or. that we are obliged to take the Church of Rome's word 


for a good: Aſſurance. It ſeems to me. a. very unreaſonable 
thing, that. we ſbould be condemn'd as ob/tinate,. for not be- 
lieving things never ſufficiently proved, whilft we know and. 
declare our ſelves prepared in Mind. to yield upon the fir(t- 


rational Convidtion. . Wy ſhould not that Church have the 


charity to forbear her Cey ures,till ſhe have tried the ſtrength 
of her Arguments ? Why was the Council of Trex, contra-, 
ry.to the Cuſtom of other Councils, ſo liberal of. her Car/es, 
and ſo fparing of her Reaſons? One good Reaſon would do 
more to make us of her Communion than a thouſand A4na- 
thema's. Would not a Man ſuſpedQ that they. have no good 
Reaſons to ſhew, who keep them ſo cloſe ? The plain Truth 
is, there have been ſuch vain Pretences to Tradition in all A- 
ges, one contradicting another, that it ſeems-impoſlible in 
this Age to diſcern between #r=e and falſe. Did not Clemens 
Alexandrinus call it an Apoſtolical* Tradition, that Chriſt 
preach'd but one Year ? And did not Irezews pretend a Tra- 
dition, deſcending from St. Johx, that Chriſt was about #f- 


 - ty Years old when he was erucified ? And do the Papiſts ac- 


cout either of theſe to be true? Many things might be na- 
med, which for ſome time have been received as Apoftolical 
Traditions, which the Church of Roxze will not now own.to 
be ſo. Andthoſe which ſhe owns, ſhe can no more prove to 
be ſo, than thoſe ſhe hath yrejeFed. It were eaſy to ſhew 
this, even from abundance of their own Writers, who-aſ- 
ſert the Perfeion of the Scripture, and complain of the Mz/- 
chief this pretence to Tradition hath done ; and who confeſs, 
they cannot be proved tocome fromthe Apoſftles.. . But I ſhall 
now content miy ſelf with the ingenuous Confeſſion of the 


. Biſbops aſſembled at Bozonia, in their Counſel given to P. Ju- 
lius the 3d. . We plainly confeſs (ſay they) awong our ſelves, 


that wt cannot prove that which we hold apd teach concerning [ra- 
ditions, b#t" we have ſome conjectures only.” And again ; a 
SS rr: oo 11 7  Frut, 
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rruth whoſoever ſhell diligently conſider the Seripruve, tnd then 
all I that are uſually done in our Churches, 'will fud 
there is great difference betwixt them , and that this Dottrine of = 
ohrs is wery unlike, and is many things quite repugnant to-it. 
What faid Era/mwe long fince on the 24 Pſalm : They call-the- 
People off (faith he) from the Scriptures wnto little humane 
Traditions, which they have honeſtly invented for their own. 
Profit. And Peter Suter, a bitter Adverſary of his, hath 
theſe words ; Since many things are delivered to-be obſerved, 
which are not expreſly found in Holy Scripture, will nbt anlear« 
ved Perſons, taking notice of theſe things, eaſily murmur ; com- 
gn that [o great Burdens ſpould be laid apon them, whereby 
- the Liberty of the Goſpel i ſo greatly impaired ? Will they not 
fo eaſily be drawn away. from the obfoetle of' Eccleſiaſtical Or- 
dinances, when they ſhall find that they are not contained in the 
Law of Chriit? And muſt we be Hereticks for not believin 
theſe ſo ancertain Traditions ? Muſt our Faith be accounted 
defe&roe and not entire, meerly becauſe we do not believe 
what no Man can make us underſtand to co come from God ? 
This ſeems very hard. | 
It is-now time for me to-confider the ſecond ObjeF;on made 
againſt our Faith, which is, That it is not rightly grounded, 
it is not built on the Authority of the Charch, that is, the 
Church of Rowe. And indeed fo. much weight I find laid 
_ this ove Poizt, that T have fame reaſon to think, 'that 
they, who: have been very forward at all times to give ſuch 


- liberal allowances of —_— Faith to their Friends at home, 


would be contented with a very {mall meaſure of explicit Be- 
tief invus, if we would once be taught. to ground our Feirh 
aright, on the ſole Authority of that Church. It ſeems to 
- me, that for the talk about it, _ are no. ſuch rigid Exat- 
orgof an entire explicit Faith in.order to Salvation, but that 
if we will explicitly belizve this one fundamental Point, the 
Supreme Authority of the Roman Church over all Chriſtians, 
they will deal very favourably with us in moſt others ; and 
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_ excuſe 6ur Tpnorance ealilier, than they can' perſwade us to 

be content to be jenorane. TI think T have very good reaſbn 
. tobelieve this, becauſe I know they can have-no reaſon ro 
rejet them that believe but this one Point ; for when once 
this great Gobbet is ſwallow'd down; the Paffage will be fo 
well open'd, that all other Points-bf Paith either 0 down 
with it, or will flip after it without the leaſt fraiming or 
grutching. The Authority of God himſelf, ſpeaking in Scrip- 
ture, will be of- no farther confideration to us ; for that' we 
muſt ſuppoſe to be included in the Aathorjty of our Morker 
the Church. And whatſoever weſhall thence-forward perceive 
to. be the Will of our Mother, we muſt without all ſcruple, 
conclude it to be alſo the Will of our Father. The Repreſenter 
hath lately told us, that tho the Scriprare (which is the Word 
ofour Heavenly Father) may be the Law ; yetthe Morher,the 
RomanChurch,is the Fae Having learw'd from her the ſenſe of 
the Scripture, are obliged to ſubmit to this and never preſume 01 
our own private Sentiments,however ſeemingly grounded.on Rea- 
ſon «ndScripture,” 70 believe or preach any _—— te 
0 the Belief of the Church. And there's reaſon for this, if 


Pap.Repr, 


it be true which he elſewhere tells us, That a Man may very p. 35, 


eaſily. frame as many Creeds as he pleaſes, and make Chrilt and 


his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moſt agreeable to his humour, and 11,4. v.41, | 


ſuit beſt with his Intereſt, and find plain proofs for all Che means 38. 
in Scripture) ; the truth whereof ( as of all other Points of Dg- 
Erine) | 
Churches Tradition, whizh if it fail in one, leaves wo ſecurity 
'i# any. This is indeed to advance the Church to the very top- 
branch of all Authority, and to make the holy Scriptare as 've- 
a: Noſe of Wax, and as Leaden a Rale, as any of that 
hurch ever thought it : ſeeing a Man may formand work 
it into Cyeeds of all faſhions, and find plain proofs in it for 
any odd Fmour, or carnal and Workdly Intere#. This then 
(as faras T can learn by him) - is the only way for me to be a 
thorow Papiff, and a good Catholich, I muſt lay afide my 
Es | ST a. Reaſon, 


ftands (as he faith) upon the ſame Foundation of the 
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2 ooo 
Reaſos, and the Scripture, and heed no more what either of - 
- theletellme; only I muſt have my Ear open to the Voice. of _ 
the'Charch, and be wholly at her teaching and command, and 
I ſhall be /afe enough. HE) ED es ofa 
_ Upontthemoſt ſerious conſideration; of the Charafer which 
the Papsſt is pleas'd to give us of himſelf, I cannot.find what 
- its, tor which they of that Church are fo ſeverely beat a- 
gainfſt us Proteſtants; ſave only, that we will not, like tame” 
Animals, without any. underffanding of our own, learn to come 
- and goat a whiſtle; or trot on the Road as we are driven,and 
ſtoop to take on our Backs whatever Load it ſhall pleaſe the 
Romas Church to lay upon us, confeſſing her to have abſolute 
and wncontroulable Authority over our Faith. . The ſtanding out 
againſt the Catholick Church makes Men Hereticks, and without 
erring again# this, no Man is guilty of Hereſy, ſaid the Jeſuit 
Fiſher, 1n his N47 certain Queſtions Pounded to him 
by King James IT. This then is the only Hereſy to diſown + 
- the Authority of the Roman (for that he calls the Catholick:) 
Church. Again, ſaith he, One fundamental Error of the Pro- 
teſtants, i their denying the-Primacy of St. Peter and his Suc- - 
ceſſors, the Foundation which Chri# laid of his Church, neceſ- 
ſary-for the perpetual Government thereof. - And again, He 
that forſakes the Church, puts himſelf into 4 dead and damna- 
ble State, and may have all things beſides Salvation and Eternal 
Life. Bellarmine. ſpeaks out, and tells us very plainly, No 
ov Man can, tho he would, be ſubjett to Chrift, apd communicate 
with the Celeſtial Church, that is not ſubjett to the Pope, If 
then we believe this Authority of the Roman Church, we be- 
lieve all; and if we believe not zh, we believe nothing at 
all, in the Papiſts account ;. or to any better purpoſe, . than to 
our-own Damnation. So that without this Belief. our Faith 
{ball never paſs for an extire Faith ; and when we once be- 
lieve this, it ſhall. never be any, more queſtion'd,. whether it 
be entire or 00. p 
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© | 0 turn Roman Catholick for Sdfvatim.@ yp © 
-. Now it ſeems a very hard matterto believe this great Point —- 
of Faith, tillvery "goed Reaſons be given us; for itz; and yet © 
. ; a £0 oo »4A%s ek, Soha tf  SEEI3 4&4 
(it ſhould ſeem) the want of ſuch Reaſons will nor excuſe ys 
from being Hereticks, and in a State of Damnation,no nottho 
xe be never {od ready:to believe it, when we ſhall have Rea- 


ſons given us for it. For he. is an Heretick (we are told) ——_— 
whothinks anything againſt the Definition of }he Chutch j Iyer Lextir: v. 
ſtands ſo affetted; that he will think the contrary; if he be convin- 2 4 3 v- 


I. from Val- 


ced by Arguments, . or if the matter be 'proporitided.to' Bimi by a ot mnt 
Learned Man. And on the cogtrary, if we do believe this, others. 

wecan hardly be Herexicks, whatever Eryors we belieye, or 
this Belief draws us.into.-, For if. z:Reſtc&_. (faith Cardinal Ty, 


® | s HU ,. SKI BR Ss ak Fe ry | -4 fs W554 +t$: = 
Totet ). believe his Biſh Jp. aboxt the, Articles of Faith, teaching firud. Sa- 


him ſome Heretical Doctrine, he mip3ts by believing ; altho it os 4: 


be an Error; So weighty a Point. is this, of believing the * oe 
Authority of the Roman Church, and gromding our eptire 
Faithupon it; that I perceiveI am concern'd above all things 

to examine-it throughly : / and this T ſhall have fitter oppor- 
tunity to.do.now I am come to the ſecond thing propounded. 


S:/B'C T.- IL. 


_. Hitherto I have been conſidering, what ground I have to | 
hope for Salvation, as I am a Proteſtant, and of the Church of 


\ England. I am now inthe zext plice to a Bade 
Tcan find any Reaſon to believe, that the Churct 


of Rome can 
put me into a more hopeful Way-t0 jt, ſhould Iturn Papilt, and 
be of her Communion. - . Now, ſeeing I have already fonnd, 
that thegreat Reaſox, why we are held yucapable of Satue- 
tion as now we are, .15. this ;- That we have no eptire Faith ; 


_ andthe Defe# in our Faith is this, That we believe not all 


the Articles of the Roman Faith ; and that which makes ir 

neceſſary for us to believe all, thoſe Articles, 1s thie Authority of 

the Catholich, that is, as they interpret, the Rowan Church, 

to declare and define what things are xeceſſary to the Salvation 

of Chriſtians; TI perceive T have no more to do for my _ 
h = FISIACTION 
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afider, what Regſos 
»g to this Authority. 


T can; have for” the owning an, /abmirring to this Authority. 
"Ai 10ern his Fel hi Herbs Kerio be rms 
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T-wift inquirefato three th 
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1 rity which # required of. me.. . 


I. Wha rhings arc implied in that Submidſion to this Autho- 


+ IL What the Grounds and Reafoins are wherton this Antbori- 


\ 44. *ty 8 founded;' aud. which ſhould perſweds me 70 lubjnit:. 
bs (op 7 > YA I 9c wnd, and to whom Twiaft 


' And this is all,, Trhink, that I'needto'do; for Tcan never 
-" think ft ro fubmit my Faich and Cooftinie, ind vo truſt ap 
+ 1 12 SafoaFion to ah Avthoriry, which either requires of me fac 
* . 2 -- thingsas are ugreaſonable,: or can produce ng Reaſo7 for it 
FF, or 1s fo lodged in,0/curity as it cannot be found. 


4 
- FY 


t feave the Communion of the Church of England, 


oteft a- 


p r ought 


er Authority, but upon the 


ſpoken, without that. Church's Leave.; Imuſt embrace'a Re- | 


 tigion, for which, according to.that Church's Principles, no 
Reaſon Cai be given to convince.me'; and when Thave thus 
farn'd, to do all things without Reſon, T muſt do, what with 
Reaſon can ever do, believe all-Men whatſoever, *and how 
piouſly ſever they otherwiſe live; if they be not of the Ro+ 
Fk man 


of 
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it; and I haveonly this'to fa ſelf, that they were 

Rowan Catholicks, ohio ſhould: = pre own Religion beſt; 

that have deceived me; and ifI may bedeceiy'd by hearken- 
to them, whont that Charch ſends abroad:to make us Cog 


| __ I ſhall be the leſs encouraged horeathen to embrace her 
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Communion upon their Perſweſions. Whether all,\ who are 


already of her Communion, either ows or kwow'al this 4t. econ 
cerns/'not me to-enquire ;; but; I think'it-a Debt of ' Charity, 
that I owe them, to think, (till they tell _— ryY 
thatthey donot ; and that, if the hey, wouk wat-lat 
continue where they are. However, till they, who: raughe 


me theſe things, ſhall either confeſs « rages Har ot ſhow 


me -y Mifake, I muſt needs think themalltrud ; iandbtheres 


fore alſo-account it much ſafer for metro toittiinaza Proc une; 


than to turn Papift, whatever it may ſcam, or be toothers.s'. 
Firft, I think nothing'can he plainer, 'than! that. SC 


(afe to aGt like winder ſtanding, iand di —— tax 
than otherwiſe;--.or, that the Religion, which Mor Mcn 


ſo to do; is /afer than that which doth ates Now the - 


Proteſtant Religion alloweth-Meni to make uſe of their Reaſon 
and Judgment, to diſcern between Trth and; Felfboed, Good 
and Evil; which'the :Remas Religion' (air frems tome ) 


will not allow”; and therefore 1 ic muſt needs be the Jafer Re-. 


ion. 
Chriſt certainly gre not. into the Works to y —_ 
b xe, but rather: by re is uMart 
N _— His buſneſs was er afche: us of the 
molt noble Faculty which Dorey. 1ven us; 0. reltify 
that, arid all the "et, after 't OG Atm by Sin. 

His Goſpel was not preached to. prog gon —_— e of the Soul, 
the Underſtanding, and fo to lead Men bliaxdfold: to Heaven; 


but. 1s, Mens Eyes, and'iits: turn Ah oracle | 


Gln, 26% 18., "The CET to: teach ushow 


to - 


Pa 1 


1+» No'Nerefity:for a Provſfine 

_ toioffer unto Goda Reafoxuble Seravice:' Rom. 12,1. And ll 
. Chriſt expetts,” that his Sheep ſbould be able to diſcern the voice. 
of him; their Shepherd;' from the woice' of Strangers; and, a: 
poiding \ then, tofollow him-only';''Fohn 1054,"5."Sti Peter. 
exhorts:Men; to-be always ready to giue# Reaſon of the Hope' 
that ici: iy then; 1 Pet. 3.115; And 'St, Paul bids Men' 


© proveall things, and hold faſt that which «« good; 1 Theſl.5.21; 


And:St.'Fohn exhorts, not to believe every Spirit,” but to tyy' 
the: Spiries whether "they be-of God ;*1 Joh. 4.1. ' How' any 
_ ſhall beable todoall this; and much more, which as a 
briſtiaxche' is obliged to'do, and not be allow'd the free-uſe 
of his'Reaſav and judging Faculty, Tam ſure, : no Man can tell 
me.;/ neither indeed how. he can be of any 'Aeligion" at' all; 
forbeforehechnreallybe of any 'Religion; he mult chooſe it; 
and#boofeit he carinot till he have rationally.conflder'd and 
 judg'4oFit, rand of the Reaſons which muſt move him to the 
chore Of it; © And.in Truth, to-deny a Man the free »ſe of 
_ hisiRexſon and: Judgment in Religion, is to turn him into a 
'Beafb, whereheſhould be moſt a Mex; and either to make 
it impeffible' for '/him- to -be' of: any 'Aylizionat all, and to 
ſerve God likea Man; or elſe td fay in effe&, That-Chriftiarn 
Religion is altogether a moſt unreaſonable thing,: and proper 
only to: unreaſonable Creatures. es Poets} 
| frow the- Writing Men of the Roman Church tell us: no- 
thing more frequently, {than that no private Man ought ro 
be allow'd to judg for himſelf in matters of Faith ; that to 
allow this, is to-ſet the Gate wide open to all Hereſies; that 
every Man's gout An to-ſumbit and captivate his Under ſtanding 
and Fadgment tothe Judgment of the Church, that is,” to all 
the Definitions of (as they call it)the Roman-Catholick Church. 
Whatſoever this Church affirms, we muſt believe to be' true ; 
and whatſoever She commands, we muſt chearfully obey, 
ſeem the thing to our own private Reaſon never ſo falſe, or 
never ſo wicked. : We muſt not'dare to examine*the Trath 
or L awfulneſs of her Decregs 08 Determinations, tho Reaſon 
; | | , and 
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- go over to the Church of Nome; I muſt reſolye to ſee no 


go in, ſo long as be leads me. 
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_ -and Seyipture too, fem to us to be againſt them, as'we have - 
been lately taught by the Repreſextey ; for as we receive from 


Her the Books, to from Her only we are to receive the Senſe 
of Scripture. Hence it is, that they define.a Heretich, 'to:be 
.one that o&/ti/nately oppoſeth the Sentence of the Charch. The 
Dotrines of Fathers ( Bellarmine ſome-where tells.ns) may 
be examined by Reaſo», becauſe they teach but as private 
Doftors; but the Church teaches as a Judge, with all Aurho- 
rity, and therefore no Man may diſpute the ſoundneſs of her 
Do#rive, This then is the fir ſtep I muſt take, if T will 
longer for my ſelf with my own Eyes, but give my.ſelf up 
to be led by the Church, never queſtioning the-H/ay Iamito 
And truly ſo far as Iam yet 
able to diſcern with my Proteſtant Eyes, it is but needful to 
cloſe the Eye.of Reaſoz before-hand, when TI am-about to go, 
where I muſt otherwiſe ſee ſuch things as no Reaſox can in- 
dure. Tt was therefore very izgeanoufly ſpoken (as I have 
heard) of Mr. Creſſy, when he ſaid, that the Wit and Judg- 


ment of Catholicks, z to renounce their own Judgment, ard 


depoſe their own-Wit. Yet if this be true, I muſt beg his 
Pardon, if I dare not yet imitate his Example, or follow him, 


.thither, where. (according to him) I can have nothing to 


do, but to run headlong upon any thing without Wit or Fear. 
Reaſon heis pleaſed to call a hoodwink'd Guide ;, and following 
it, all we can hope for, is, that we may poſſibly ſtumble in- 
to the Truth or Church. Poſſibly -(it ſhould ſeem) a_Man 
may {tumble upon it with his Eyes in his Head; and truly, 
I dare not pall them owt, leſt I ſhould ftumble on ablind Lea- 
der, and we ſhould both fall into the Ditch. | b.” 
Secondly ; Whenſdever I reſolve to enter into the RNowar 
Communios, TI fear I muſtalſo bid farewell to my Sexſes; or 
reſolve never any more to truſt them, no, .not about thoſe 


things, which are the proper /Objed#s of Senſe; to diſcern 
which, God gave me my Sexfes; and of which it will be 
on . F 


' impol- 
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| 6 <g6op for me to have any diſtint# knowledg without? | 
nem. & 62g SE 3% & 
How uzreaſonable and dangeroms. a thing this is, T.muſt- 
needs be very ſenſible, if I be not reſolved already to hearken 
no. more to my Reaſon, If I muſt no longer credit my Eyes. 
about Shape and Colour, nor my Ears about Soynds and Words, 
nor my Noſe about Smells, nor my Palate concerning Taſts, 


nor my Hands and Feeling about Hot and Cold, Hard and 


Soft ; I ſhall not know how to believe, that God (gave me 
all theſe Inflruments of Senſe to any purpoſe at all; I am 
ſure, I cannot think my ſelf in a comfortable and ſafe Con- 


_ dition, I know not to what end our Bleſſed Saviour ſhould 
:bid St. Thomas, Handle and ſee him ; or how his Faith could 


be thereby confirmed, if ſuch Sexfes are not to be truſted : nox 


*why the Apoſtle ſhould hope to have the more . Credit given 
;to their Narratives, by telling us they were Eye-witneſſes of 


the things they relate; 2 Per. 1.16. Luke 1. 2. Nor why 
St. John (1 Tb. I.1.) ſhould talk ſo-much of hearing, ſec; 

and haxdling, as things qualifying them for bearing bieneſ, 
What a Chriſtian am I like to be, if I can have no Aſſurance 


of what I-/ce or hear ; 1f I may not trultmy Eyes when I read 


the Scripture, nor my Ears when I hear the InftruQtions of 


: my Teachers ? How could the firit Chriſtians be ſure them- | 


ſelves, or aſſure us, that Jeſzs is the Chriſt, if in hearing his 
Words, and ſeeing his Miracles, and reading the Prophets, 
they might not ſafely trult their Sexſes ? If Senſe be not to 
be truſted, all Teaching muſt be by immediate Inſpiration.; 
and-Faith comes not by hearing, as St. Paul affirms it doth; * 
and the J»fallible Church can teach no more than we, except 
ſhe can teach without Speaking or Writing, or any thing that 
is to. be underſtood by Hearing or Seeing ; and 10' Oral and, 


''Prattical Tradition can be of no more ule to us, than to the 
/ :Blind and Deaf. On this Suppoſition, T may eaſily miſtake 
a Harlot for my Mother, and ſtumble into. Babyloz inſtead of 
Hiernſalem, hearken to the Yoice of the Wolf inſtead of the 


Shepherd, 


feel no Pain nor Lofs when my Eyes are pluck'd our. 

Now if the Church of Rome do not command us to're- 
nounce all Credit to our Senſes, ſhe cannot command us to 
give any Credit to her DoArine of Tranſubſtantiatiow. And 
I fear, without our believing this Poizt, . the will not admit 
us to her Communiox. We believe already a Real Preſence of 
that which we ſee nor, yet will not this ſerve, unleſs we be- 


lieve alſo a Real' Abſence of that which we both ſee, - handle, - 
taſte and ſmell, In the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, Tam 


commanded to believe that there is not any Bread, but FlefÞ; 
nor Wize, but Blood; and yet there ſee, [onel taſte and feel 
both Bread and Wire, and nothing elſe. I hear it read, that 
our Bleſſed Saviour took,bleſſed,brake and gave Breadand Wine ; 


. and of the /azze he ſaid, Take, eat and drink. I hear St.Paul 


again and again (1 Cor. 11. 26, 27, 28.) ſpeak of eating and 
drinking the Bread and the Cup. And yet I muſt not truſt 
any of theſe five: Sexſes, but againſt the cleareſt Evidence and 
Teftimony of them all, I muſt believe (if I can)' that there is 
neither Bread nor Wize, but that, which neither my Sexſes 
can diſcern, nor my Reaſoz conceive, nor doth the Scrip- 
ture "any where ſay, the very Natural Fleſh and Blood of 


Chri#, under the Colour and Form, the Taſte and Smell, and 


all other proper Qualities of Bread and Wine; and yet nei- 
ther that Colour, nor Form, nor Taſte, nor Smell, nor any 0- 
ther Accident, which my Sexſes there perceive, are in the 
Fleſb and Blood, tho there is nothing elſe there for them to be 


in.” ' That thoT break and chew with my Teeth what T-zake - 


and eat ; yet T break not, nor chew with my Teeth the Body 
of Chri# ; and yet I zake and eat nothing elſe. If. I cannot 
believe this, Fam told that I have not Fazth enough, and on« 


ly becauſe T have yet Reaſon and Sexſe'too much, to be of , 
that Communion. This is another ſtep that T muſt take in ' 


going over 'to the Church of Rome. © And when I am got. 
thus far, T may think it ſeaſonable enough to lay aſide the 
5 F 2 | Serip- 
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Shepherd, eat and drink Poiſon inſtead of wholſome Food, and 


Scripture too : For what goed Uſe I can make of it, without - 7 
the free uſe of my Rea/oz, and truſting my Sexſes, I do.not 
underftand. Rs IR | 


| Thirdly, If Ibea Lay-man, and not of ſo good credit with | 
the Curate or Biſhop, as to obtain a Licenſe; that is, if T will 
not promiſe-to adhere only to the Doitrine of the Roman 


_ Church, and take all that I read in that ſenſe only, which ſhe 


is pleas'd to give it ; I mult not be ſuffer'd to read the Scrip- 
tore at all, but muſt give away my Bzble, upon pain of being 
denied the Remifſion of my Sins. And truly it I may beal- 
low'd to read it upon no other terms, than of being thus tied 
up, to learn nothing by it, but what I am before-hand taught 
without it ; T ſhall think a Lzcexfe too dear, -even at a very 
low rate ; if yet it may be obtain'd, as I find it queſtion'd, 
whether it may or no, any where elſe, bur in ſuch places as... 
a Licenſe to read ſome of their own, may prevent their itch 
of looking into owr Tranſlations, However, whether I be 
of the Lay or Clergy, if I will learn of them who.are moſt by- 
ſy in endeavouring my Coxverſion; Iam ſure I muſt be taught 
toſpeak very diſbonourably ofthe Word of God; and this ſeems 
to be no-more than the Rel/ig/oz commended to me requireth. 

I muſt needs here ſay, That nothing in the World dorh 
(and 1 think I may ſay, ought) more to prejudice meagainſt 
any Religion, than to find it conſtrain'd in its own Defence, 
to ſay »ndecent things of that which it grants to be the Word 
of God. And if I might be thought worthy to adviſe the 


. Miſſionaries, they ſhould not harp too much on this #zgrate- 


ful Stting, if they would draw any after them that have the 
leaſt Zea! for God's Honour. TI am verily oerſwaded, that 
the good Langnage they beſtow upon the Scripture, hath kept 
more out -of their Church, than ever their Arguments yet 
won. I will not now take notice of thoſe too well known 
Excomiums beftow'd upon it, by fome of their Commuznion, 
Galling it a Ng/e of Wax, a Leaden Rule, 'a dead Letter, un- 
| | \ ſens'd 
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' ſens'd Charaters, and Iam. aſhamed to 'fay what more... I 
all only obſerve what is ordinarily taught us and endea- 


vour'd with much Art to be prov'd by their beff,moſt modeſt, 
and generally approved Authors : as, That the Scripture is not - 
1 


Neceſſary ; that it hath no Authority as to us, but from the 
Church ;. that it is an imperfeft, an inſufficient Rule ; that it 
is an obſcure Book, and finally, a very dangerous one to be read 
by the People: 


Iknow very well, That the Repreſentey, and others of them 
tell us, That the Papilt believes it dammnable in any ove,” to think, 

ſpeak, or to do any thing irreverently towards the Scripture, and 
that he holds it in the higheFt Veneration 20 all Men living. 1 
know alſo, that moſt of them, even whillt they are induſtri- 
ouſly proving all that I but now faid, do yet labour to moliify 
and ſweeten their own harſh Expreſſions, which they know 


mult needs [x the Ears of all pious Perſons. TI am allo ve- - 


rily perſwaded, that many Papiſts have a very venerable efteem 
for the Scripture, and are.not a little'froubled to hear it ye- 


proachfully uled, And yet L cannot ſee that bigheſt Peneration © 


- for it, or that they ſpeak not very irreverextly of it, who 
ipeak no worſeof it, than the Repreſenter himſelf hath taught 
them, viz. That it is not fit to be read generally of all without 
Licenſe; tho he gives this very gaod reafpn tor it,” Left they 
ſhould no lopger acknowledg the Authority of the Roman Charch ; 
or1n his own words, No Authority left by Chri#t, to which they 
are ta ſubmit. As tho Men might be taught by the Szripture 
to be diſobedient'to any Authority which Chri# hath ſet'upin 
his Church. I cannot ſee any great Veneration he hath to the 
Seripture, infaying, They allow 4 reſtraint upon the reading of 
the Scriptures, for the preventing of 4 blind 1gnorant Preſump- 
4on, or the caſting of the Holy to Dogs, or Pearls to Swine, 
(ſuch too. is his reſpe&t for Chriſtians ) That” he hath no other 
aſſurance that they are the Word of God, but by the TP 


_ 
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% . " BY 


7 


and Canon of the Church. That almo#t every Text of the Bible 
and even thoſe that concern the moſt eſſential and fundamental © 
Points of the Chriſtian Religion may be interpreted ſeveral ways, 
and made to ſignify. things contrary to one another. That it is © 
altogether ſilent, without diſcovering which of all thoſe Senſes s 
that. intended by the Holy Ghoſt, and leading to Truth ; and . 

which are erroneous and Antichriſtian. That a Man may frame 

as many Creeds as he pleaſes, and make Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſpeak what fball be moſt agreeable to his Humour, and ſuit beſt 
with his Intereſt, and find plain Proofs for all. That it alone 
can be no Rule of Faith to any private or particular Perſon. Cer- 
tainly they who talk of. the Scripture at this rate, have not 
the higheſt. Veneratjon for. it, of all Men living. © 


They that fay, and labour to.prove, that the Scripture is 
not neceſſary, may well be ſuppoſed to think, that the Churth 
of God might do well enough without it. . And, tho to lef- 
ſen the.Odiouſneſs of this 4ſſertion, they are forced to confeſs 
it is a Lie, 'without the help of ſome ſuch wenral Reſervati- 
on as this, So that God could not, if he pleas'd, preſerve his 
Truth among Men, ſome other way than by writing it ; yet doth 
not this ſpeak in them the /ike Veneration tor the Striptare, as 


Proteſtants have, who down-rightly affirm it to be neceſſary. 
- And it muſt needs ſound ill to Jay, That the. :4//-wife God hath 


| been very careful to leave and preſerve in his Church an ux- 


neceſſary thing. Xea, *tis altogether as abfurd to. ſay, the 
Scriptaire iS. not neceſſary, becauſe. God conld, '-{ it had: ſeem'd 


good tohim, have. preſerv'd his Church and Faith without it -: 


As. it would be.to, fay, that Plowing and Sowing,” or Eatin 
and Drizking are not neceſſary,becaule God could, if he pleas'd, 


make the Ground bring torth without the oxe, and preſerve 


Man's. Life without the other... - Nor can it be imagin'd 
TRE: any Man upon this account only, would venture. to 
:Jay, and attempt to provethe Scripture not to be meceſſary'in 
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BY a ſenſe; wherein no Man ever affirwd it ; if he were not ſo 


zealouſly bent upon leſſening the Efteem which we have for it, 
that he will chuſe rather to ſay nothing to the purpoſe, and 
diſpute againſt no Body, than to be ſilext, and ſay nothing 


that ſounds il ofit ; .and that he thinks it needful-for the 
exds of his Church: 10 to do. | he 


In like manner, when they- contend that the Authority of 
the Scriptures from the Church, which is the thing whereof 


at every turn they are forward enough to mind us; they are 
forced again to make ſome Abatements to make it ſeem a 


Truth. "Tis true, they ſay, that conſider'd in iz ſelf alone, 
it hath its Authority from God; whereby they can mean nov 


more, but that God is the Axthor of it ; . but in relation to as, 


it hath its Authority from the Charch. ' Now I would fain 


. know, what any Man can, underſtand properly by the Au- 
'  thority of the Scripture, but its relation to ws, ' or the Power 


it hath to command our Faith in it, and Obedience to it, as the 


Word of God. And if it haveall thzs, Power from the Church, 


as is confidently affirm'd, then tho zr ſelf be of God, yet all 
:" oh ramen. is from the Church ; and it muſt needs be true, 


which was ſaid by one of them, That zt is of no more Authority 
than Livy or #ſop's Fables without the Churches Declaration. 


Thus is the Authority of God's Word made to depend upon 


the Authority. of Mez, and all our Faith is no more but hu- 


mane Faith reiting upon humane Teſtimony. And if the Au- 


thority which it hath to oblige #s, be: from the Church, T 
would know by what Authority it doth oblige the Church:; 


it 15:nof ſure, by any Authority from. Her, for then Tſee no 


reaſon why the Church may not chaſe whether ſhe will receive 
it or 00; whilſt yet I think, that it 13only by the Authority 
of the. Scripture that ſhe can pretend to, be a Church, and to 
have afty. Authority at all. However this I am ſure of, that 
they who ſay the Scripture is to be receiv'd. for the Churches 
ONS | | Sake, 


39 


God's Sake.. 


And in the ex place, whether we, who ſay the'$2riprure 
is a perfect and ſufficient Rule of Faith and Maypers, contain- 
ing all things xeceſſary-to Salvation ; or they, who ſay, *tis 
but a partial and 7 perfect Rule : We, who lay ; "tisplainrand 
eaſy'to'be underftood in all things neceſſary; or They, who 
fay *tis-dark and obſcure, unable to inform and reſolve Leay- 

ners, Doubters, and Inquirers, and that evenin Eſſentials and 
- Fundamentals of Reljgion : Finally, Whether We, who1ay; 
it ought tobe 'read and ſtudiea'dt all Men; Or They, who 
ſay, 1t is not zeedful, yea, dangeroms to beread of all, have 
the higher Veneration for the Holy Scripture, is no hard mat- 
"ter to determine; if to commenda thing, may be ſaid to be 
more Honour to it, than to diſþarage it. And tho here again, 
they uſe fome Art and Colony to ſet off ſuch ili-favour'd Say- 
ings; as'well as they can; yet ſerves this to no other end 
in my Mind, but to make them more Ugly and' Odiows. 


They*deny- not (forall this, they fay) the Perfedtion, 
Sufficiency, or Plainneſs of the Scripture, 'nor that it may be 
read by the Prople, W hat then is it they ſay? Theyafhrm, 
that it contains all zeceſſary Truths, either Explicitly,' or -at 
leaſt Virtually ; for ſome Truths it declares expreſly, and yer. 
{o, as the Church alone muſt-give the Sexſe ; and for all the 
reft, it plainly (if the fame Church may: here alſo give the 
Senſe) ſends us to the - Church to learn 'them. Now 1 
cannot (for my Heart) imagine what all this can ſignify, 
but only a deſire to /eſſex the Scripture's Authority, as 
ptaufibly as they can. To me it ſeems 'very plain, that 
they make the Scripture juit nothing, and: the Church all 
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' 0 turt: Romani Catholick' for Salvation. © 


the SCRIPTURE. 1s very copzous in'declaring, and repeating 


too,:over and over. again, many .xeceſſary Points of Faith 


and. Duty ; and not only neceſſary things, but many other 
things alſo it largely teacheth, which are by all granted to be 
of leſs moment and neceſſity to the Salvation of Men ; and all 
this it doth in as p/ain Words and Phraſes, as can be uſed. And 
hence I find it very hard for me to believe, that the HOLY 


_ GHOST, by whole 7»ſpiration it was Written, ſhould do all- 


this for our /»/trution, and that in a Book written on pur- 
poſe to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and by himſelf decla- 


red.able ſo to do, and yet. omit many things of greateſt ne-' 


cefſity to that end ; never ſo much as once," no not in any 


obſcure manner, pointing out to us that Church, to whoſe” : 


Authority we muſt reſort-and ſubmit. 'This were to leave us 
a Treaſure cloſely lock d up, and not to tell us where we may 
 findithe Fey, that-can let us 'in.to it, and fo we are neither 
the Wiſer, nor the Richer for it. > TN 

Whatſoever the PAPISTS are pleas'd to alledg for their 
ſpeaking thus of the Word of the Bleſſed God, 1 confeſs I can- 
not think any better of their Re/igzon for it. Let us fay what 
we will in Commendation of holy SCRIPTURE, they will be 
ſure to find ſomething to ſay againſt it; leſt, I ſuppoſe, 'it 
ſhould be thought, we can at any time ſpeak Truth. And 
when we- charge them for ſpeaking 4/honourably of the 


SCRIPTURE, they fo interpret their Words, as they ſeem 
to ſay the fame that we did, and which they blamed us for. 


What can be their meaning in this, but either to make the 
World believe that we are in an Error ; tho, when they 
come to Apologize for themſelves,.they are forced to confeſs 
it a Truth; or that their Religzon neceſlarily requires it'of 
them in its /i4dication, to vilify the SCRIPTURE ; tho by 
ſaying ſuch things of it, as they acknowledg cannot be.rae, 


unleſs interpreted 1o, as to ſpeak our Sexſe > They mult there-- 


fore in this, deal either very difingenuoyſly with us, or very - 
, G 


mnjurzouſly 


} 


41- 
-Tthink ir here again, well deſerves my Confideration, That - 
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;#juriouſly with the boly SCRIPTURE. For my part; I can- 
not believe, that Men. profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith , and 
owning the SCRIPTURE to be the Word of GOP, conld 


- ever be perſuaded to ſpeak fo, as but ſeemingly to wvzlify or 


diſparage it, if their Dodrines could be any other way de- 


| fended. Their Relzgzon, I fay, muſt need it; or they too 


little conſult the Zonour of their Religzon, in needlefly utte- 
riog ſuch Speeches, as ſtand in need of a very great meaſure 
of Charity, to think. them leſs:than Blaſphemy. | 


Fourthly, I any PROTESTANT dares venture thus far, 
towards the Church of ROME; the next thing he has to-do, 
is/to reſfolve,. not to: believe one Word that GOD ſpeaks; 


- without. that. Church's leave. TI am confident; that there 


are not: many: of: our Lay-PAPISTS,; that-think' themſelves 


to be under this 0Z/igation ; and: that-if: they were ſenſible: 


of it, they would make haſte:to' break looſe from'it; Bit 
for my own part, I fee not how-I can\enteriints their Com: 
»#i08; but T- muſt draw it upon my ſelf, And'thisT think, 


would be to advance the ROMAN Charth to/as great'a: 
beight in my eſteem, . asthey\'in her;- who are: moſt zealoits- 
fori her, InfeUibility;,. can. deftre; What: more would they” 
have, than'thati GOD h:m/elf; where they confeſs he. /peaks; - 


ſhould ſtand th their: Church's Courteſy, whether or: no/he 


ſhould be believed. know it will befaid, They-never dif 


allow'd-any man'to 4e/zeve 'GOD. Butbecauſe-all men can- 
not «uder/tand\G OD ſpeaking in the SCRIPTURE, the 
Church-is:appointed-by: Zim to! bet his /uterpreter. This [ 
hear; and to meit ſounds not well, That GOD ſhould fpeak 


to:Men things zeceſſary for allto'know, and which he com» - 


mauds all to learn and beljeve upon pain of eternal Damna- 
tion; and yet not ſpeak ſo inrelligibly; as they may under- 
land. Him. Certainly, /he that:made-the Tongae, -and gave 


man Taderſtanding, can ſpeak (if he pleaſe) as [ntelligibly- 


24 the Church, .which cannor-Speak 'or UVnderFfand at: all, 
«\\ 1: without 
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Fo #0 turn Reman Catholick for Salvation. 


. without his Help and Teaching. And conſidering his Tuf- 
nite Goodneſs and Tmpartiality ; till he ſhall tell me fo him- 
ſelf; I know not how to believe that he hath ſo much more 
reſpe to the Honour of the ROMAN Church, than to the 
Salvation of Mankind, that he would fo deliver things be- 
longing to Salvation, that no Man can be able to anderifand, 
and be the better for them, but he that reſorts to that Church 
as God's fole /aferpreter. And if indeed ſhe be fo, it muſt 
follow, that we cannot believe one Word that God ſpeaks 
without her leave. For, therefore is ſhe made God's [uter- 
preter, becauſe otherwiſe we cannot underfand his Weird ; 
and I am ſure, what we cannot «»derffand, we cannot be- 
eve. "Tis the Senſe, they fay, and not the Letter, is God's 
Word; and this Senſe is in the Church's Breaft, and of Her 
aloxe we muſt learn. it; and therefore, till She give us /eave, 
we cannot believe-it, no-not ſo much as, that JESUS is the 
CHRIST; altho, till we- believe zhis, we cannot believe 
that he hath a Church, and therefore cannot believe She is 
Ht Interpreter. | 
Twill not-now inquire into the Reaſons, Why this Church, 
which is God's ſole Interpreter, takes ſo excellent'a Courſe 
to make her Children underſtand God's Word. Why fri, 
She keeps it in the Latin Tongue only, whereof the far grea- 
ter number of them underſtand not one Syllable: Why ſe- 
condly, She doth: not give them ſome Ifalible Tranſlation, 


Interpretation, or Comment-of the Scripture; a thing very” 


ealie for an /»fallible Imterpreter todo; and therefore, ih my. 


Opinion , muſt argue a great defe# in” her Charity, and: 
much unfaithfulneſs in the diſcharge of her 7ru#?, if ſhe do 


it not. - I am loath to ask ſuch QueSt;ons as thefe, | becauſe I 
find it goes ſo much againſt the Hair to anſwer them. Indeed 
I think ſhe doth not the /atrer for a very. good Reaſon, becauſe 
ſhe cannot ; and *tis only her vain; pretence to ſuch a Power, 


that. makes her inexcuſable if ſhe-do it not. And the for- 
mer ſhe is concern'd to-do; that they, who have the Word 
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of- God only in a Language which they cannot anderfand, 
may be conſtrain'd of neceſſity to depend upon-her [nſtra- 
710n, and never to queſtion her Authority, nor diſcern her 
Errors. Whilſt they have nothing of the Word. of God, but 
from her mouth, they can have no more of it, than what 
ſhe gives them /eave to have ; and therefore, can neither 
believe a Word of what GOD ſpeaks ,-9or indeed that he 
hath ſpeben any thing but by ner /eave, 

God ſpeaks very plainly, and intelligzbly enough in the 
ſecond Commandment, forbidding the Adoration of Images, as 

plainly, as he forbids to commit Adultery, or to Steal. And 
Chriſt ſpake very plainly, and as intelligibly, ſaying, Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Matt.. 4-10. And again, when he faid of the Exchari/ti- 
cal Cup, Drixk ye all of it, Matt. 26. 27. as when he ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt Iove the Lord thy God with-a!l thy heart, and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. St. Paul very plainly ordereth, that 
the publick Worſhip of God be pertorm'd in a #»own. Tongue, - 
and ſheweth the great abſurdity of uſing an. unknown Tongue. 
in God's Worſhip, 1 Cor. 14. And he ſpeaks 'tmtelligibly e- 
nough, when he ſaith, Let a man examine himſelf, and ſo 
let him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. 11. 
28. To fay no more, we think it plainly enough ſaid, of 
them that dze in the Lord, that they reſt: from their labours, 
Rev. 14. 13: In all theſe things we hear God! ſpeak, and would 
tain believe him, But here the Church of ROME comes in 
with her Authority, and tells us, That, tho GOD have faid, 
He only i to be worſhipped, we muſt believe, that not he only, 
but alſo the. Croſs, Images, Saints and Angels, are to have 
a ſhare in our Religzous Worſhip. And ſay CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles what they pleaſe to the contrary, we mult believe, 
that not a/l, but the ſacrificing Prief7 ought to drink of the 
Cup ; that God's publick Worſhip is well-perform'd in an un- 
Enown Tongue ; that we neither eat. Bread, nor drink Wine in 
the Euchariſt ; that all who died in the Lord, do not reſt from 
» 1 M44 their 
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their labours; but that the moſt of them go into moſt d4read- 
ed torments. At this rate, for ought I can fee, muſt I be- 
lieve the Word of God, when I have once ſubmitted to the 
Anthority of the Church of ROME. | 


Fifthly, It ſeems very hard for me: to conceive how I 
ſhould be bound under penalty of Eternal Damnaticn, to ef- 
pouſe a Religion, and ſubmit to an Authority, for which 
no convincing Reaſon can be given me by them that invite 
me to it. What is it in any Rel/igzon, which can commend it 
before others to a man's Choice, but its Truth and Goodneſs ? 
And how ſhould the 7ruth and Goodneſs of any Religion com- 
mend it to_my Chozce, till they be diſcover d unto me, and 
I be rationally convinced that it hath them 2 Whatever Truth 
and Goodnoſs there may really be im the Religion called PO- 
PERY, I am ſure they can be no motives to me to embrace 
it, till they be clearly laid open to my ©nderftanding and 
Judgment, that T may plainly diſcern them; and therefore, 
if any PAPIST will take an efetual courſe to Convert me 
to it, he muſt by ratzonal means convince me firſt, that his 
is the true Church, and her Doftrines ſound and good. 


How he can do this upon his own Principles, I ſee not 
yet ; but rather think it a very groſs abſurdity in him to-at- 


tempt it. He tells me often, that no private Perſon, ſuch 
as I am, ought to judg for himſelf in Points of Faith, or 
therein to follow his own private Fudgment, tho to him 
grounded both on Reaſon and Scripture. He muſt not there- 
tore in diſputing with me, (according to his own Dodtrine) 
bring either Reaſoz or A to convince me, for I muſt not 
truſt my own private Fudzment, (and I know no other that 
I have) tho jo it ſeems to me). grounded both on Reaſon 
and Scripture, I muſt not judg for my ſelf by either of them, 
whether what he commends to me by them, be rae or no, 


and then I cannot imagine to what end he uſeth them in 


any diſpute with me. He muſt reſolve therefore, (for ought 
. I can 
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I can ſee) whenever he would corvert.me, to judg for me too, 
as well as diſpute with me ; and then, ifI cannot make a right, 
Choice for my ſelf, he may do it for me; tho after all, whe- 
ther his private Jadgment be any more to be truſted in ſuch 
a caſe, than my own, I may poſſibly doubt. | 

Either it is a matter of Fazzh, That the Church of ROME 
is the only zrue Church, and that She hath this Authority of 
determining for all Chrifians, which is the ſaving Faith of 
CHRIST, or it is not. If it be »ot, I may be fate enough, 
tho I Zelieve it not ; and 'tis ill done of PAPISTS to terrify 
me with theſe 5ig Words, which are as falſe as terrible, That 
I cannot be ſaved without believing this, If it be a matter 
of Faith, then muſt I either be allow'd to judg for my ſelf 
by my own, private judgment in a matter of Faith, or all the 
PAPISTS endeavours to perſuade me to believe it, arcalto- 
gether vazn, unleſs it be reaſonable for me to believe a thing, 
againſt my Reaſon and Judgment, When he uſeth Argaments, 
I ſhould think he meant thereby to convince me in my private 
Fudgment ; but it ſeems, *tis only to drive me out of 1t ; and 
that, if I may «ſe it at all, it is only to this exd, that I may 
conclude have no uſe of it, All the Arguments in the World. 
cannot convince me, till I jadg of them ; and therefore no 
 PAPIST can offer me a Reaſon why | ſhould embrace PO- 
PERY, but he muſt contradid himſelf, and give me as ſtrong. 
a Reaſon, why I ſhould not embrace it, becauſe its Prixciples 
are falſe. It will be all one, as if he ſhould fay, I ought to be 
convinced by Reaſon, and yet I neither ought nor can be convin- 
ced by it. In urging his Reaſozs upon me, he intends they 
ſhould convince me ; in denying me the Liberty of judging for 
my felt by Reaſox, he denies that any Reaſons can convince 
me; becauſe 'tis plain, they cannot convince me before I 
have judged of them, and this I muſt do by my private 
Judgment, or by nothing, for I have no other. ; 

But here I am told, We are allow'd to make uſe of our 
Reaſon to find out the zrue Church, which may Infallibly guide 

__ us 
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os into all ſaving Truth, All that is required of us, is this, 
that when we have once found this zrue Church, we preſume 
fd longer ro j#d7 for our ſelves, .but caprivate our Reaſon to 
hs 76Pall1Bl Judgment of the Church. This is ſomething, 
ah yet it ſeems but, extorted from them,. to make a little 
more range, what t6 me ſeems one of the greateſt pieces 
6f Folly in the World; I.mean, the. attempt of convincing 
men by Rz4fon, who'myſt not be allow'd to jadg of the Rea- 
fons' whereby ties unit be conviaced - find Reaſon, by a 
Traditionary Papiſt , compared to a dim-frghted Man , who 
uſed his Reaſon to find a truſty Friend to lead him in the Twi- 
light, and then reli'd on. his Guidance rationally, without uſing 
bis own Reaſon at all about the way it ſelf. Thus are we al- 
low'd | Reaſox to firid out the Church of ROME, our ſare 
Friend to guide us, and on whoſe Guidance we mult ratzio- 
wally Rely, after we have, captivated our Reaſon to her, and 
for her fake haye reſolved to uſe it no more. | But now,;if 
this Reaſow, which. is. to dire us to our Guide: be ſach's 
dimfighted thing, arid as we heard before, Hoodwinkd too; 
ſo that whilſt we follow it, we can have no more hope, than 
only that we may poſſibly ſtumble into the Catholick Church; 
who will ſecure us; that we ſhaſl-not in. this Twilight miſtake 
a' treacherous Enemy for a truſty Friend ;\and then, what ſhall 
et ag” by our rational Reliance on- him? A dimfghted Man 
in the 7w#ight, may eaſily miFake one thing for another, 
elſe ſhould he not much need a truſty Guide ; and why he 
may not miftake his Guide , as well as. his Way, I do not 
YEE BOW. So of ligg of 347 Sat 

* Bit that I may be ſatisfied, how much I gain by this li- 
beral Coxceſſon, to uſe my Reaſon and private Judgment in 
inquiring after the-7rue Church; I will a little conſider, how 
the PAPIST is wont to, talk with: me; when he would per- 
ſtade me to take his Church for my only:ſure Guide. Firſt, 
he tells mie; There is but one true Faith; and then, that this 
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Fatth miſt be held entirely ; next, that this entire Faith is no- 
where 
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where to be found, but in the true Church. After-this he be- 
gins again, and tells me, Chriſt hath a Church «upon Earth; 
That there is but one true Church ; That out of it there 2s no 
Salvation; and laſtly, That the' ROMAN. Church, and no 0- 
ther, is thaFone true Church out of which there is no Salvateon. 
And till we have*'found that it is ſo, he will give us leave 
to judg for our ſelves. And I would. thank him -for this 
kindneſs, if he would allow me to enjoy the 4evefiz of it, 
and to make any »fe of it; otherwiſe it will look but like 
a Mockery. 1 deſire therefore ſome clear convincing Evidence, 
That the ROMAN Church is the only true Church, He can- 
not to this purpoſe, produce the Conſent. of all Chriſtzans, for 
apo parts in three'deny it: Therefore he gives, me a great 
many Marks or Signs, ſometimes more, ſometimes fewer, 
whereby the only true 'Charch muſt be known from others, 
and ſpends a great many words in ſhewing me how they 
agree to the ROMAN Charch, and no other. That wherein 
I would next have'ſame Satisfaction, 1s, ſuppoſing that all 


his Marks agree to the ROMAN Church, and no other; how 


I may know, that theſe are indeed the certain and incommu- 
nicable Marks and Propriettes of the only true Church > To 
prove this, he betakes himſelf to the HOLY SCRIPTURE, 
and brings me thence ſome 7exts, whereby he fays, they are 
cleatly-proved to be'fo. T'now, with a very hearty and ſin- 
cere'defire to learn the 7rath, and with all diligent uſe of 
ſuch helps, as I. can” come by, read and conftder all theſe 
Texts, and cannot diſcern in them any Evidence at all of the 
thing which'they are brought to prove; and therefore think 
it reaſonable yet to call for ſome clearer proof. But now,when 
tis come to' this, I preſently find, that his /iberal Conceſſion 
to make «ſe of my Reaſon and private Judgment to find out 
the 7r4e Church, amounts to no more than l at firſt ſuſpe&ed, 
that is-juſt #ozhing : For here'he retires to his Principle of 
PORERY, That-l+ being a private Perſon, ought not to- 
jadg for my ſelf, what is the Sexſe of thoſe Texts of Scripture, 
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but muſt ſubmit my Reaſon and Judgment, tothe Jidgment of 
the Church (yes, even before I have found the Charch) and 
Without any diſpute, receive the Senſe of ag ger from her 
alone Thus he recals at once all that he had allow'd; and 
undoes again, whatſoever he had been adoing,. to' perſuade 
me. to his Communicy. He was giving me_Rea/ons, winch 
might coxvince me in my Fudgment ; and theſe at length re- 
ſolve all into the Autho#ity of the Scripture ; and yet, of this 
Teſtimony of the Scripture T muſt not Fudg ; and therefore by 
it I cannot be convinced of any thing, but this, that the Church 
of ROME is reſolved to. be Miſtreſs of all Chriſtians ; and 
thinks it enough to convince us that ſhe is ſo, if whilſt ſhe 


ſets ſome of her Sons to hold us up inempty talk of Secriptare - 


and Reaſon to no purpoſe, ſhe ſtep out'from:behind the Cur- 
tain, ſaying, Believe it, I am ſhe. yy. s "ls 
Now [ cannot poſlibly fee, whatever others may do, (for 
I keep yet to my Proteſtant Principles of Judging for no man 
but my ſelf). how T can embrace POPERY upon any-convi- 
ficx from PAPISTS; and[T fear I muſt either. take it withoat 
any Reaſon for it, or not at all. If 1 cannot know the RQ- 


MAN Church to be the only true Church, but by the 7Teftimo- 


. "uy of the SCRIPTURE ; and if 1 cannot underſtand the 7e- 
/ſtimeny of the SCRIPTURE, till receive. the true Sex/e of it 
fromthe ROMAN Church; and:f I cannot take that for:the 
true Senſe of it, upon Her Declaration of it-fo to; be;\unleſs 
moved by her Aathority, I muſt be perſuaded to.do the moſt 
unreaſonable thing.in- the World, tomy thinking ;. to believe 
'a Church to beithe only true Charch,.tor' her. own: Autherity, 
which I yet/ know no more; than I'doi lier 'to be the rue 
Church ; which, it is all along ſuppoſed, /I'do'not know'at 
all; This I-think not only anreaſonable; but. impoſſible. 
- I muſt needs,confels my ſelf very hard to be:perſuaded 
of therender goodneſsoÞthat Hoiher, whia, left her Children 
ſhould get hurt by the dimineſsof their £ohtg will necds pull 
out their Eyes, and keep, them, in her Pocket, tyll ſhe has 
ne a) - taught 
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'but\PAPISTS.. are ina ſtate of Damnaticn. _ The Decree of 


P.' BONIFACE the VIIth, as now it ſtands in the common 


| Extravagants, is well known to be this, We declare, ſay, de- 
Fe, aud pronounce, That it is-altegether of neceſſity to SALVA- 


-FION; zhat-every Creature be fubjedt to the POPE. of 
ROME. P. PIUS the IH. in his Bull.of Retradation, (tho 
he was not alrcgerher of the ſame mind- (asit ſeems) before, 
whilſt he was /#xeas Sylvius,) faith, Fe cannot be ſaved that 
-dorh Hot' hold the Unityoef theROMAN Church. It fo luſly a 
'Decree;" and fo preremptory a Declaraticn of two. POPES be 
too little, there is abundance more to-this purpoſe to be met 
with, by him that has a mind to ſearch for it: I only take 


--notice at this time, that .P. Z EO. the Xth, inthis Lateras . 


Council; and: his Ball therein read and pats'd; faith, We de re- 


ew: a#d" approve that: ſame: Conſtitution (wviz.of P.'BONT- 


*FACE; but now:mentioned ),' the" preſent Satred Council alfo 
approving it. And Laſtly, 'P.-PTOS'the IV rh, in his Bull, 
whereinthe;confirms:'the Council of TRENT, impoſethian 
.Oarhcupent Eclefraſtical, Perfons,, wherein they ſwear, That 
the HOLY <CA'TTHOLICK and: '-APOSTOLICK ROMAN 
Charch, is :thet MOTHER and MISTRESS of all Churches; 


and that this: is thee true CATHOLICK FAITH, withont 
. which no man can be: SAVED;:| Here's\enovgh in-all-Conſci- 


ence for us PROTESTANTS to hear,)and tog mucha-great 
deaFi(as 1-think) forany man-to believe; iſ 
Ko: by 735 ET [cf rl 
I think 
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* Think my ſelf bound in Charity, to have the beſt Opinion * 
 Icanofall men; and therefore I dare,not think, that a 


Il they 


i * 


'>- who are called ROMAN CATHOLICKS, have throughly 


learn'd this Dofrine. There ſeems to me to be ſo much of 
Nll-nature in it, that | ſhould think my. felf the worſt. natur'd 
man in the World, if I could believe. that any conſiderable 
numbers of them, beſides the Prieſts, are guilty of it. Many 
piouſly diſpoſed Souls, 'are not ſo happy, as to have always 
the clearef? Vnderſtandings, or the fiucereſt Teachers, but have 
better Hearts than either Heads ors Guides, Their Zeal is too 
oreat for both their opportunities of Learning, 'and Patience 
to c-n/ider ; their earneſtneſs of SALVATION, a thing very 
laudible in them, puts them into too much haſte todeliberate 
long, an gives an advantage to ſome, who watch for it, to 
abute them. Either a cunnirg JESUIT, or a canting FANA- 
TICK, will hope to make an eaſy Prey of ſuch Perſons; for 
it matters not greatly of which ſort the Temprer be, whilſt 
the Temptation 1s the ſame: The Fiſh minds not the. Fiſher, 


but the Bait : Every Argement from either, is edged with 


a mighty Zeal and Importunity, and ſharpned with the fine/t 
and moſt penetrating Expreſſions of a moſt tender Compaſſion 
for pe?iſhing Souls. SALVATION is as confidently promiſed, 
as earneſtly deſired; and whether it be to be had in the 
ROMANISTS 7zfallitle Church, or in the SEPARATISTS 


_ purg'd and unmix'd Congregation, all's a caſe, wherr once the 


man is made to think it- cannot be had in the Church of 
ENGL AND. If they who are ſo eaſily Proſelyted either 


" way, would take time to /:o# before they /eap,, and could 


but ſee into the- conſequents of thoſe very Arguments which 


+ moſt prevail with them, and are made the Traps to catch 


them in, they would and of a little, and ask a few 
Qzeftions more, for their better SatisfaRtion ;- before they 
could endure.to. think of entring into a Communion, .which 


would oblige then ; as ever they hope to. be ſaved them- 


ſelves, to believe that CHRIST hath no faithful Fo/- 
| H 2 lowers 
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«lowers upon Earth , but a few S«bjefs of the POPE. of 
OO RB DOSE 2 Tis | | i. | 
'-Lcancafil perceive, by divers Books written by them who, 
call themſelves Converts, that the main Moreve of their go-: 
ing over to the ROMAN Church, was this, That they could 
not hope to be ſaved in any other: And I find that moſt 
Argatvents of Jate uſed, to perſuade us to that Religion, look 
the very ſame way ; And.it is this Dofrene alone, that hath 
put me upon this Enquiry for my own Satisfattion; For Imuſt 
needs confeſs, that this Dedrine, which ſome acount fo pow- 
erful a Perſuaſive to. Popery, has always with me had the 
. quite contrary effett to what I find it hath in them; and has 
been, and is at this preſent to me, as ſtrong a Diſſua/ive from 
"it, If I can never be a PAPIST, till I can #elzeve it, I am 
very confident, I ſhall never be one. I would leave the 
_ Church of ENGLAND the next Minute, ſhould ſhe require 
of me to believe, that all out of her Communion were in a 
fate of Damnation ; and truly Lthink that moſt PROTE- 

STANTS are of my mind. + 
When therefore I found the REPRESENTER ingood 
earneſt to vindicate his Church in this one Point, I preſently 
concluded, that he had writ his whole Book to no; purpoſe; 
for let him ſpend all his Oy/ and Colors in painting POPE- 
RY to the beſt advantage, fo long as this one Spot appears 
in her Face, ſhe may poſlibly ſeem in her new Dreſs lf ter- 
rible, but not one jot more /ovely. Having told us, That no 
one can arrive to the true kuowledg of the Catholick Faith, but 
by receiving it as propoſed and believed by the Church of 
CHRIST ; and that the ROMAN CATHOLICK 7s the only 
true Church ; that whoſoever denies any Article of her Faith, 
denies ſo much of CHRIST's D:@rine ; That whoſoever hears 
Her, hears CHRIST ; -and whoſoever ob/tinately and wilfully, 
ts ſeparated from Her, is in the ſame diſtance ſeparated from 
. CHRIST himſelf; and finally, That God addeth ro this Church 
daily, ſuch as ſhall be ſaved: He hath told us enough to 

| 7 perſuade 


© to turn RomanCatholickfar Salvation. | 


' perſuade us, that no PROTESTANT in the World could 
"have done that Church a greater dis&indneſs, than he hath 
done; nor_ by any Miſrepreſentation of her, have worſe Re- 
preſented her. 5-4 Ss 
-When the PAPISTS are pleas'd to ask us that wnanſwera- 
ble Queſtion, as they account it, Where was your Relizion be- 


fore LUTHER? They wiſtr us withal, to take into our 


Serious Confitteration, the ſtate of our Forefathers, who lived 
and died in the Re/igzon of the Church of ROME; asking vs, 
if we dare think, that they were all damnd: We need not 
trouble our heads with ſhaping an A»/wer to fo frivolous a 
Queſtion, becauſe we curſt never yet be ſo hardy as to affirm, 
that all are damn'd, who live and die in the Communi:# of 
the Charch of ROME; but do openly declare to the World, 
that tho we think our own Relgion the ſafeſt, yet many of 


that Communzon have been heretofore, and many alſo are at * 
this day, under ſuch Circumſtances, as encourage us to hope 


very well of them as to their fature Fate, However.if it ſo 
well deſerve our Conſideration, what's become of our Fore- 
fathers 2 doth it not as well deſerve the Conſideration of the 
ROMANISTS, what is become of many of zhezrs2 Yea, 
What will become of the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World, 
who live and die out of their Communion 2 And if they would 


have us think the worſe of the Reformaticn, leſt by thinking, 


well of it, we ſhould be wanting in Charity to our Fathers, 


which yet we are by it no way obliged to be; ſhould it not: 


move them to think the worſe of their Religzon, that it con- 
ſtrains them to think: ſo ancharitably, not only of their Fa- 
thers, but of all the World but themſelves only ? 

How many moſt Eminent and Worthy Perſons, How ma- 
ny great and famous Charches, mult I be obliged, by embra- 
cing the ROMAN Faith, to believe excluded from SALVA- 
TION 2 Upon theſe terms, I cannot ſee, how 'tis poſlible for 
me to be Reconciled to the Church of ROME, without profeſ- 


ſing my ſelf an irreconcileable Enemy to all the Chriſtian + 
| World 
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World beſides. I muſt turn Zefor,and call all other Chriſtians, | 
damn'd Fereticks. 1 muſt needs fay, this appears not rome,  } 

like that Meek and Lamb-like Spirit of the Bleſſed JESUS Fe 
which is given by him to his Dove-like Spouſe, that thus Rants. 
it in his pretended Y7ars, and their Adherents. It ſeems not 
to be much a kin'to that Chriffian Charity , which hopeth 


and believeth all things, and thinketluo evil,” 1 Cor. 13.7. . 


I muſt make nothing of condemning all PROTESTANTS 
and PROTESTANT Churches, of what other Denomination 
ſoever; and theſe alone are no inconſiderable part' of Chrz- 
Fians : Theſe Hereticks ( faith Bellarmin ) poſſeſs many and 
ample Provinces, ENGLAND, SCOT LAND, -(and why not 
IRELAND>) DENMARX, SWEEDLAND, NORWAT; 
0 ſmall part of GERMANT, POLAND, BOHEMIA, and 
HUNGART; he might have faid alſo, of FRANCE, and 
HELVETIA. It was anciently the Cuſtom, (faith 7oler ) 
that the POPE did three days every year, tho now but once . 
a year, viz. upon the /Yoly Thurſday (he means the 7hurſday 
immediately before Eafer, call'd Cena Domini) with'great 
Solemnity, before all the People, rhunder ,out his Senrence 
of Excommunication againl{t all 7Zereticks, of what Name or 


"Sed ſoever ; but againſt the Qxeen of ENGLAND (which- 


was then Q. Elizabeth) by name; with all their Believers, 
Receivers, Favourers, and Defenders; again{t all that read 
their Books publickly or privately, with what intention ſoever, 


' or uncer whatever pretence, tho there be no Error in them, 


or with a deſign to confute the Error, if there be any without. 
is Flineſs's Licenſe; againſt the Keepers, Printers, and 
Defenders, in any manner, of the ſame; againſt all Schiſma- 
ticks,and ſuch as pertinaciouſly withdraw themſelves, and de- 
part from their Obedzencetothe POPE; againſt any one that 
ſhall ſo much as fay, that Calvin was a good man; againſt all 
that appeal from the Orders, Decrees, -or Mandates of the 
POPE, to a furare COUNCIL. And 'tis very well known, 
that they are not all PROTESTANTS who have done 1o. 
h T | Neither 
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- Neither will this ſuffice, I muſt alſo condemn the whole | 
GREEX Church, which how Ancient, and of how large Ex- 


tent it 18, 1s very well known: And ſome reaſon there ſeems 
to be for it; For ( faith Bel/armin ) the Greeks in the year Prefar de 


451, in the Council of CHALCEDON, confi/ting of 600 Bi- 
_ ſhops,endeavoured to make the Patriarch of CONS CANTINO- 
PLE equal to the Biſhop of ROME. And again, 7 the .year 
1054, they prononc'd the Biſhop of ROME to have fallen 
from his degree of Diznity, and the Biſhop of CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE ?o te the firit Biſhyp. And tho he pretends that theſe 
Greeks were once reconciled to ROME in the Council of | 
FLORENCE, yet he adds, that zhey always returned to their 
Vomit. No wonder therefore, it this GREEX Church can- 
not eſcape Damnatiin: And yet this poor Reprebated Church 
yields not to that of ROME in any of her own princingl” 
Marks of a true Church, | read that the Chriſtians of her 
Communion, in NATOLIA,.CIRCASSIA, MENGRELLI1A, 
RUSSIA, GREECE, MACEDONIA, EPIRVS, THRACIA, 
BULGARIA, &c. do very near, if not. quite, equal the ' 
number of thoſe who are of the ROMAN Communion. 
And yet will not this be enough, unleſs we include in this 
Sentence of Condemnation, all the Aſſyrian Chriſtians living 
amonglt.the Mahometans in BABI LON, ASSTRIA, ME- 
 SOPOTAMIA, PARTHIA and MEDIA, with the Faco- 
bites, Armenians, Exyptians, Ethiopians, and the vaſt Em- 
pire of the ZABASSINES : All-thefe I muſt, look upon as 
cut off from CHRIST, merely for their diſowning the 
POPE's Authority, tho they ſhould be found Orthodox in all 
other points. And truly I know not how to Set up to that 
height of Boldneſs, not to be afraid of condemning ſo many 
Chriſtians, moſt of which have given, and doyet give to the 
World the' moſt notable 7e/tzmony of Fidelity to CHRIST, 
that .can be expected, -in their -conſtant ſferings for the 
ſake of his holy Name and Goſpel. | ; | 


After 


—» 4 


After this Conſideration of whole Churches, it ſeems need- 


Tefs for me to come down tothat of fingle Perſons, thocon- . | 
 feffedly of greate/?. Note and Eminence in the Church of | 
CHRIST, both for Learning and Pzety. How St. Polycarp 


Biſhop of SMIRNA, and a famous Martyr, who would not 
obey P. Anicetus , but ſtill keep his Eaſter contrary to the 
cuſtom of the ROMAN Church, and therein ſeem'd either 
as ignorant of his Duty, or as ſtubborn as any PROTE- 
STANT: or how his Succeſſor in that See, Polycrates, who 
defended himſelf and his Church fo arrogantly againſt the Au- 
thority of the RO M 4 M Church, more than ſufficiently de- 
clared by P. Yi&or, ſtill pleading the Example of Polycarp, 
and Authority of St. John, as tho he had never heard St. Pe- 
ter was made Prince of the Apoſtles, or that the Biſhops of 
ROME were his Succefſors in that Authority over all Churches, 
How Trenzus and all his Fellow-Biſhops of the Gallicaz 
Church, who fo preſumptuouſly took upon them to expoſtu- 


_ late the matter with the fame Yifor, and in very homely 


terms to chide him for excommunicating thoſe Aſian Chriſti- 
ans for not changing their Ancient Cuſtoms at his Command. 
How St. Cyprian the holy Biſhop of Carthage ,, and Martyr, 
with his Biſhops of Africa, Numidia and Mauritania, joining 
with him in ſo contumaciouſly refiſting P. Stephen : The 


Sixty Biſhops in the Milevitan Council; or thoſe Two hun- - 


dared and Seventeey, whereof the famous St. Auſtin was 
one, who not only ſtubbornly rejefed the Claim, but atſo 
manifeſtly Jemonſtrated the Fraudulence and Porgery of three 
POPES, Zg/imus, Beniface and Czle/tine; about appeals to 
ROME. How all theſe ſhall be exempted from this Cen- 


| fare, I know not. Did not the later of theſe 4frican Coun- 


cils: decree, That the Biſhop of the firſt See ( meaning 
ROME) . fhould not be call 4 the Prince of Prieſts, or chief 
Prieſt, or any ſuch thing, Bat caly the Biſhop of the firſt See? 
Did it not Excommunicate every Prieſt that ſhould A4p- 


peal to ROME? It ſeems to me, that St. Athanaſius could 


have 
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have no great opiniori.of the Zufallibility of P.Liberius,when, 
through tear, himfelf ba# forgot he had any ſuch thing, and 
conſented with the Arrears to the Condemnation of that 
holy Father. St. Zljerom ſeems not to have had-any thoughts 
of the POPES's Supremacy, when he ſaid, That-whereever 


| © there is a Biſhop, whether at great ROME, or petty Eugu- 


bium, he ts of the ſame Merit and Priefthood, Neither did. 
either he or St. 4«/tin ſeem to have had a juſt eſteem for the 
Church of ROMB's Authority, when they preferred that of the 
Eaftern Church before it, in receiving the Ep/He to the He- 
brews into the Canon of SCRIPTURE. Above all, what 
muft I think of their Great Saint. P. Gregory the Firſt, who 
called the 77#le of UNIVERS&L BISHOP, a new 7:t/e,which 
none of his Predeceſſors ever uſed, a name of Vanity, a Pro-- 
fane Name, wicked, and not to be uttered, yea a Blaſphemous 
ſaying, that whoſoever defired it, ſhew'd himſelf to be the fore- 
runner of Antichriſt > Tf I muſt believe this great POPE 
and SAINT, I know-well enough what to think of moſt of 
his Succeſſors in the [falible. Chair ; If I muſt not- believe 
Him, why muſt I believe thoſe who. ſucceeded him ? Had not 
He and They one and the ſame Authority as POPES of 
ROME > Believe 4oth I cannot ; and disbelieving ether, as 
all PAPISTS, no leſs than I, muſt disbelieve the'one, Lam. 
no-better than a Heretick, and uncapable of Salvation. . - 
Farther yet, I find that the Africa» Council, but now men- 
tion'd, did alledg for it ſelf the S;x:h Canon of the Firſt Ge- 
neral Council hel at NICE, which is this, Let the old Cuſtom 
be kept through Agypt, Lybia and Pentapolis,: ſo that the Bi- 


ſhop of ALEXANDRIA have | 19-4 over all theſe, becauſe the 
' Biſhop of ROME hath alſo the 1: 


ke Cuſtom. By this Caron theſe 

two Biſhops ſeem to be made equal in Power. In the Fourth 

General Council held at Caledon, and Ninth Canon, it is orde- 

red, That if axy Biſhop or. Clerk-have a Controverfie with the 

Metropolitan of. that Province, they have recourſe to the Pri- 

mate of the Dioceſe, or certainly to the See of the Royal Cit Y 
| . I 14:0 
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of Conſtantinople; that the Euftneſsimay be ended there.” This 

- Council ſeems hereby: to make- choHdbop of Conſtantinople e- 
qual tothe Biſhip of Reme 47 and/thidWt did, notwithſtanding 
great oppoſition made iagainſt it by PaLeo the Fir/s. So that: 
I muſt involve in the-{ame' Cenſure BACndenmation ſome of | 
the:moſt Famous General Councils that ever were. This I am 
apt'to think a very daring-matter, ahd'not raſhly to be at- 
tempted: :T have indeed been taught by our Bleſſed JESUS, 
that Grd will not forgive- us, if we-do not forgive-our Bre- 
thren 5'bas do not remember, Where he hath taught me, - 
that God will:not SAVE-us, except we believe that no man 
but a PAPIST-can'be SAVED. © ton 9 

IL I have now! con{ider'd {Me of 'the many Difficulties I 

am-to ſtruggle with, before Þ &ii$et through to the Church 
of ROME. "And truly theyfeear to me, whatever men of ' 
more ffrength-and conrage-may* think, -little leſs than-/uſupe* 
rable.. And yet after all this, if Finay be convineed that the' 
Authority of the ROMAN Church hath ſufficient groundsot” 
Scriprukerand' Reaſon ts fipport it, T'muſt confels no'Difſs 

_ culty in'my way ought \to' difficarten me! from breaking- 
through- it: Bute then again,"#F-I muſt believe that there'1s* - 
ſuch.an uncautro//able Power in the Church, in ſome One Church, 
inthe ROMAN Church by name, yea, in the Bybop of that 
Church; and'if- Fynuſt ſo'believe thrs;* that T miitſb-not; leave 
irmy Soul any room at-all: for the' leaſt Charitab?ethinght of 
any man'sSalvation; who-believes it not* Ethink it no! lefs 
thanineedfu}, that Fhave the Cleare/ſtand moſtundeniable Evur-- 
dence inthe World for what: I Believe Bs Puree of 
Condemnation ſhouldrecoz] pon ny for! iy Teme iyand' 
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_ © Thdeed'if this Charch may be allow'dto hear?rineſs to its 
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- and Communal he mult be, that Her ſole' Authority muſt be 
warrant enough, and nothing elſe any warrant withourr, 
forall things that belong: to: Chr##7iav Relig" "Whoſreger 
(faith Becanus in his Compendium) in ER of Palth' ayd 
- Religi:n followeth the true Church of Chrift (which he there 
auth to be the Roman Church ofly ) can't err about Faith 
- and Religion , ſeeing the true: Churth of 'Chrift'3s TifalliBJe. "A 
And this we are told continually, as this: Feſwir doth*fay, 

that this is the ſbortefF'Compendiumof all Controverſies This 
- then being to ſupport the whole Fabrick of POPERY, tad 
.need to ſtand.on frm ground. | - 
| This ground I would now fain' diſcover: Why then. ny 
- we believe that the ROMAN: Charchtharh' this Sovereign Au- 
thority mn Religion 2 1 muſt confeſs: my ſelf one'of thoſe ſtur- 
dy Hereticks, that cannot believe without Reaſon. When [ 
hear that Church telling me, the Tf allikle, and-hath all 
Power ovet all other Churches;"1 cannot believ&it4Hl Thave 
ſome better reaſon: for it than this, Thar She miſt Be'all that, 
which She is pleaſed to-fay of her ſelf ; ant! therefore muſt 
be- /ufallible and Omnipotent too, if $he-fay it-- And1 am a 
Aittle troubled tofay, that this is-all 1 can ger out of her for 
my fatisfa&tion;: leſt ever-PROTESTANES 1hould chihkI 
ſay incredible'things'6f het, and thatThave fro other deſign, 
but to make. all the Learned Meiy.of her Communion ſeem 74- 
diculexs, invtalking to usd8 toC hildren, abvaysc#/bly. But 
1t is not:in-my power, to make their? Arguments better than 
-theyarez.nor C:vibin me'to reach them ey "Yd I 
am (ure ny 72mpatal 7ateref? cannotar this tithe winpt me 
tooverſce the ſtrength of their Reaſons. The ET Eon 
I have yet met with, with how much/;4+jfe##d Sophiifry 
ſoever they are drefs'dup, amounts der hon. Nos in 
Mm pr pany rg angry om Ha Ps! oWN du- 
 thority 2a Tfuil;biliey for proof. of Hey Aatb3hzt Bea 
libilityy ei therefore] midſt either believerNery 
be can. believe them, even _ 'L an 670077 
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why I ſhould 4elieve them, 'or 1 muſt not believe them at 
all, nor with her conſent be ſaved.- a 
The Miſtoxaries tell us,. they are willing to undergo any 
: Pains or Difficulty. to reſcue us' from damning Error ; and 
whilſt they proceed in this Method, I have cauſe to believe 
them; for I am confident, to prove their Church hath this 4u- 
thority they contend for, is as great a Difficulty as they can 
meet with.If they ſhould here offer us (what is ſo much talk'd 
of by them) the Teſtimony of the @/niverſal Church, there is 
- nothing more plain, than that they do but Mock us. For this 
can be nothing elſe but the Church of ROME's Te/tzmony for 
"her own Authority. It cantniot, I ſay, be any thing elſe, be- 
cauſe thething they are proving is, That She alone is the One, 
Holy, Catholick 'and Apoſtolick Church : And were it-any 
thing elſe, they would:never diſcover it to us, becauſe they 
SIT thereby give us an w#anſwerable Argument againſt what 
they would, prove her-to, be;; for if they. will. ſhew us any 
Other. Church or Churches by the Teſtimony whereof Her Au- 
tharity. may be: proved, we are thereby enabled to prove She 
is not the Only #rue-Church ot of which there 1s no Salvation. 
What then-can this 7efZimony be? Is it that of the Firffand | 
: pureſt, Ages of the Church before POPERY was brought 
torth2.. Not 1o to be fure; for POPERY was (they. 1ay) 
_ from the Zeginning, and gloricth of her Antiquity above all 
things. 'Is it. the Ze/timony of all others in the World that pro- 
Teſs Chriſtianity. 2 1t cannot be, for all theſe, if not. of her 
 Communiang. are Fereticks; and 10 a ſtate of Damnation for 
- denying, her. 4wbority;\ and were:it. poſſible for them to wir- 
ze/s. that to be which they deny to be, yet istheir Teſtimony 
inualid, becauſe they confeſs themfelves Fallible, and this 
Poigt of Faichcannar ftand.upon a fallible Teſtimony. By.this 
tis very clear-ta me.that the Zeſtimany of the Catholrok Charch 
"H&G #.be produced forthe: wy T's of tie Charch'of 
. ROME, can benothing elſe but the Chyrch:of ROME's. own 
. Word; and I geves doubted ,' but ſhe hath'a grod-word for 
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"© 10 turn RomanCatholick-for Salvation. 


- herſelf, ary more than I doubt leſt it fhould be. thought a 
. good proof of her Authority. ; 


- I have heard again much talk of Univerſal Tradition n- 
-mong ROMAM CATHOLICKS; but if they alledg this for 


| their Church's Authority, they give us only the ſame thing 


again in other Words. @niverſal Tradition can be nothin 
. elſe but the Te/timony of the Vuverſal Church, nnd that Suk 


be the Church of ROME; and fo we are not advanced one- 


ſtep farther than we were before. The Credit we are to give 
unto niverſal Tradition ,. depends on the Authority of the 


ROMAN Church, which we have not yet found, but are &- 


quiring ater. 
If Fathers and Councils be brought in to Witneſs this Au- 
' thority, all the noiſe they make will prove but the Poice of 
the ROMAN Charch, crying her ſelf up for the great Diana 
of the World, and thundring Anathema to all that will'not 


fall down and worſhip her. Will ſhe abide: by the Tefimuny 


of either Father or: Council, it they ſpeak not what ſhe has 
taught them, or againſt what ſhe holds > Or ſhall they be 


allow'd to over-rule the Oral and Praftical Tradition of the + 


preſent Church of ROME > Arg Councils of any Credit more 

than. the POPE's Confirmation-gives them? And are fingle 

. Fathers of more Credit than they ? If not, we have yet no 
more but herown'Word for her own Authority. | 


If they bring us SCRIPTURE to prove this Authority, I _ 
muſt fay, that-as we reverence Fathers and Councils, ſo we - 


adore (with Tertullian) the fulneſs of the SCRIPTURE; nei- 
ther can-we deſire, any better Proof, than its Tef7imony. Yet 


when I conſider how theſe men uſe the SCRIPTURE ; Iam 
ata ſtand to think; how. they can in good earneſt produce'tt = 
asa VWityeſs in this matter ; for after they have ſaid almoſt all - 


the z// they can of it, clay it imperfed, inſufficient, obſcure, 
unſensd; they ſeem to, ridicule both it and*uws, when they 
bring it forth, thus di/a#ed, for a Witneſs." Do not they tell 


us -again-arid:again, that.both the-Canon and the Senſe of 
4: h wb SCRIP-* 
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Stapleton 
Tripl. 
C.15. 


pretation of their Church > And canits Te/timony then-poſlibly 
amount to any more than that Church's: hare Ford >: Do not 


_ they deny us a Judgment of Diſcretion, whereby we ſhould diſ- 
cern for ourſelves, whether it ſpeak for or againſt their Church's 


Authority? And will they yet produce it to convince us of the 
Authority by which alone we are both to receive and wnder- 
ſtand it? It cannot be produced to-convince us in our Fudzment, 
for we are not allow'd any uſe of our Fadgment in the Cale. It 
muſt be'only to convince themſelves that we are. Hereticks ; 


.andI dare fay, that may be done without the Scripture, as 


well as with it, whilſt their Church muſt give the Sexſe of it. 

But becauſe they know we njagmity it, they will produce 
It, tho I cannot. ſee to what other end, than to perſuade us 
to take hced of truſting too much to it, or thinking it worth 


_ any thing, after it hath ſhew'd us the ?rue Church. It muſt be 


beliey'd no longer than-it is authorized tor ſpeak by that 4u- 
thority, which-1s to be proved by it; ſo that by ſhewing us 
that. A«thority, it loſeth all its own Authority for ever. For 
this (faith Stapleton) that God hath commanded us to believe 
the Church, we do not hang our Faith on the Authority of the 
Church, as upon the proper. and ſole.cauſe of this Belie , but 
partly on manifeFt Scriptures, by which we are remiti#d to the 
teaching of the Church ; partly on the Creed, &c.. This then is 
the end of producing the Scripture, that we may be convinced 
by it, that we are no longer to /earn of it, after we are once 


brought by it to the knowledg of the Charch's: Authorety , 


but thenceforward ate to depend wholly upon the: #eaching 
of the Church, unto which it remits us. All the aſe then that 
we have of the Seriprure, is to be guided by it'to the Church 


of ROME (tho it cannot do ſo much for us neither, but 


neſs, we are then to.bid.it good;Night.. 1 {2 2 4 0 

Now ſeeing manifeſt Scriptures are promiſed us, to'guide 
us to the ROMAN, Church, I think it reaſonable to expe 
ah 57 that 


as that Church guides ;t); and having thank'd-it for its kind- 
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SCRIPTURE, depend, as tous, on the Authority and [ater- 


| to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation.” 


us, than. their Church's Aurhority, which is to be proved by 
them; ſeeing it is by their Evidence I am to be convinced of 
-that, which as yet is anevident to me.. Neither ought the 
Senſe of theſe manifeſt Scriptures depend upon the Interpreta- 
tion or Authority of that Church, the Authority whereot they 
are brought to prove, as a thing to me not yet evident ; for 
ſo, I ſhall be ſtill but where 1 was before; and inſtead of 
manifeſh Seriptures, be ſhuffled off with the Church's Bare 
Word ;"T mean, with ſuch 7vterpretations of Scripture, as I 
have no reaſon to receive, but by that Authority whereof I 
am yet, at leaſt, in doubt. | | 

Now, that there are indeed no ſuch maniſe/? Scriptures, I 
am reaſonably well aſfured before-hand. I have read the 
Scripture over and over, and *find not the leaſt mention 


therein made of this Authority of the ROMAN. Church. - 
The POPE of ROME, or his 8:premacy, 1s never once na-. - 


med from the beginning of the Bzb/e to the end; nor can 
- meet with one 'Sy//ab/e touching either the 7fallibi/ity or 


| Furiſdiftiom of Him, or his Councils, or of any kind of Sub-. 


jettion due to either, from all Chriftzans. I cannot fo much 
as find there, that ever there was any Biſhop of ROME, or 
that there /3ould be any there afterwards, much leſs that all 
Chriſtians are to own that Biſhop for their Head, and Chrif#'s 


FVicari: Arid finding nothing of all this, T muſt needs wor: : 
der, how- manifeF# Scriptures ſhould be produccd, to prove - 
this Supreme Anthority over all Churches. And yet, if there 


be: fuch -an Authority, and if it be fo zeceſſary for all Chri- 


ſtians to believe it, and: ſubmit unto it ; I cannot; but think . 


that it ought to have been as manife/tly declared in Scrip- 


ar, as any other point whatſoever. St. Peter, in whom. | 


this Aathority is faid to have been firſt fetled, faith not a 


word of it in his Epifles. St. Paid:in his Epif7le to the Re- | 


mans ; Who ſhould in all reaſon have been beſt acquainted 
with it, fays nothing at all of it.” To the. Czuil Maziftrate, 


which . 


6J 


that they produce ſuch Scriptures as are more manifeſt to 
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which the Church of ROME makes to be much inferior to 


the Church in Authority, they both teach us our Duty ; 'and . - : 


ſtrange it is, if they kney/ of any ſuch thing, that they 
ſhould not as plainly inſtru@t us in our Duty to the POPE or ]. 
Church of ROME wherein our Salvation, the main thing 
they were to take care for, is {o deeply concern'd. 

But what are theſe manifeſt Scriptures at length > I find 
our Bleſſed Savicur faying to St. Peter (Matt. 16. 18.) Thou 
art Peter, and upon this Rock 1 will build my Church, and the 
gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, And I will give 
anto thee the Keys of the K rh. 24 of- Heaven, &c. but I 


find not that all this, whatever it may ſignify , was mani- 


"De Rom. 
'Ponr, |. 1. 
.; C. IO, 


feſtly faid to the Biſhops of ROME, The plain and obvious 


Senſe (faith Bellarmin) of theſe words is, that we may under- 
Rlaud the Primacy of the wholg Church to be promiſed to Saint 
Peter, under two Metaphors. And yet, by all the Light that 
he is able to afford me, I cannot diſcern in theſe words , 


| Whatever was promiſed-to St. Peter, the Supremacy, much 


leſs the Monarchy of the Biſhop of ROME over all Churches. 


And it is no wonder if a Proteſtant Heretick be ſo blind, 


"when ſuch eminent Perſons as Origen, St. AuFtin, St. Hilary, 
' Ambroſe, ChryſeFome and Cyril, could no more ſee it than 


I, as the learned Cardinal himſelf there confeſſeth. Nay, 
here's not a word to aſſure us, that this Rock muſt needs be 
a Monarch inveſted with: a Supremacy of Power - over the 
whole Church, or that this Monarch muſt needs be the Bi- 
ſhop of ROME, or that the Gates of Fell ſhall never pre- 
wail againſt the ROMAN Church; for all this, we muſt be 
beholden to that Church's own Word, or we ſhall never find 


'It in this place. 


- T find again, that Chrif# commanded St. Peter ( Joh.2r. 
16.) to feed his _ and his Lambs; as indeed it is the 
Duty of all Paftors of the Church to do; and both St. Perer 
(x Pet.g.2.) and St. Paul. (Ads 20.28.) tell us as niuch; -and 

o much the apter am I-to doubt, whether the POPE be fo - 
| | much 
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much as a good Paſtor of Chrift's Sheep or no, ſeeing he takes 
ſo little care to Feed, and ſo much to Fleece them. I am 
ſyre I read of no more but one chief Shepherd, and Biſhop of 
- Souls, which St, Peter tells us, iS Chryt JESUS himſelf, 
x Pet. 2. 25. The Apoſtles were all Shepherds under Him; 
but where is this manifeſt Scripture to ſhew that St. Peter 
was made. ead-Shepherd, with Commiſſion to Feed and 
Rule too, not only the Sheep, but the Shepherds alſo? But 
eſpecially, where is the Commiſſion given to the Biſhops of 
R O ME ſucceſſively for ever, to govern the whole Flock of 


Chriſt, with Soveraign Authority > Feed the whole, 1 am ſure . 


he neither doth, nor can. Gn 76 
Many great and wonderful things (as Bellarmin tells us) 


_ are ſaid of St. Peter in the Holy Scripture,and very deſerved-. 


ly, for he was a very great and eminent Apoſtle. But the Scrip- 
tare never faith, That he was a great Monarch, nor that EC 
was Biſhop of ROME, nor that he had a 7hroxe, or but a 
Chair there ; and leaſt of all, that this /maginary Monarchy 
was to deſcend unto the next Bi/hop.of ROME, and to his 
Succeſſors for ever ; and that St. Fohn,, who long out-lived 
St. Peter, became thereby ſ«bjef to ſome of thoſe Biſhops, 
which did not well ſuit with the Dignzty of an Apof7le. 

I read thoſe words of St. Paul, x Cor. 12. 21. The head can- 
wot ſay to the feet, I have no need of you. But that the POPE 
is the Head, and all Chriſtians, Kings, as well as others, the 
Feet ; 1 may poſlibly read in ſome ſuch Feſuit as Bellarmin, 
but I am ſure [ ſhall never read it in: the Scriptare. :. - 

» Many more ſuch parcels of Scripture as theſe, they give 
us ; but after the moſt ſerious peruſal of them all, I profeſs 

| Ecannot find any thing like manifef? Scripture for the Au- 
thority of the ROM AN Church, And therefore it ſeems 
yet as plain to me, as that Two and Three make Five, that 
the bare Word of that Church,without any kind of ſolid Proof, 
is all that ſhe hath to ſhew for her Authority. She fays great 
things of her ſelf, and talks ſometimes of Scripture, _ 
| i 6 .- much 
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much-more of Fathers and Councils, and Tniverſal Tradition; 
and indeed every. thing that's Yenerable;; but when all is - 
ſpe#f'd and put together, tis but the Oral and Prattical Tra-- 
dition of the preſent Church, that is, her own very confident - 
afſeveration. $5 US. 
If we have a little Scripture for Faſhion's fake, we muſt 
take it as ſhe hath taught it to ſpeak in her own Yulgar La- 
tin, which the Council of TRENT was even then pleas'd to 
make the only Authentick Tranſlation; when it was confeſl- 
ſedly very faulty, and hath been ſince that divers times cor- 
rected. And then we mult take it in her own Sex/e too, tho 
we know not well where we may be fure to find it. Her pri 
wvate Doftorsſhe will not allow us to truſt for it, noF indeed 
dowefind them any better agreed about it, than others are, 
only they have for the moſt part either the M:defty or Cun- 
#ing to refer all to the Judgment of Mother Church, could they 
but tel} as-where to find it ; for ſhe'is loath, onte for all, in 
fome pnblick Comment, or Expoſition of the Stripture, to tell 


- 


us what it is. If we may be allow'd to hear the Teffimony 

the Fathers, ſhe muſt ſtand at their E/5ows, and prompt then 
what to ſay; we mnſt' have them in her own approved 
Editions; and- if they have' been at Schoo? long ettough' in 
the Ya#zcan , or ſome" Religions Fouſe , *tis probable they 
were reaſonably well :nſtructed in her own Lingaage, betore 


they were allow'dto go abroad again. . However, ere they 


paſs the Prefs, an Expurgatory Index can teach them either 
to Speak ;” or tobe Silent, a$ ſhe thinks moſt- ſeaforabie- 
Councils may be heard: but only fuch-as have his ZZdlimeſs's 
famp upon them ; and how: we can underftand them any 
better than the Scriprare, till he Znterprets for ns, is hardk 
to/fay. So that all-returns to this' ſtil}, That we have her 
honeſt Word for her Authority; and this is the ſole Fonndas 
tio, that 1 can diſcover of this prodigions Paith, which we 
muſt all Save, or elſe periſh eternally, TE 


II. And 
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If; And now, inthe /af# place, ſeeing it is come to this, 
for ought I ſee; that I muſt reſt upon her own Vord, 'or. no- 
- thing, forthe Truth of her Sovereign Autbority,and muſt upon 
' -peritof my own Damnation, take upon me this ?rvidious Pro- 
Feſfon; to believe all men dami/d but PAPISTS, that I may 
enjoy'the Bleſſing of my Mother ; I ſhould be glad to know, 
that She heryelf | (as Infallible as ſhe is) could but probably 
aſſure me, where this Word of her's may certainly be found. 
The REPRESENTER indeed (in his confident way) hath 
told me; That'all the Members of his Religion (however ſpread - 
through the World) agree like one man in every Article f thei 
_ Faith, . And if we would know for our learning, by what 
happy means this wonderful Agreement is effected, he tells 
us, 1t is by an equal Submiſſon to the Determinations of their 
Church; that is, as I underſtand it; by taking her Jare Word 
for every thing. No ove of them ( faith he)” tho the moſt 
learned and wiſe, ever following any other Rule in their Faith 
beſides this, of unanimouſly believing as the Churth of God. Cor 
ROMAN Church) believes.  Andif this beſo, T wonder to 
what purpoſe their Learning and WiſZomcan ſerve them,any 
more than their Judgmentand Wit, which they have renoun- 
ced and depoſed. However, if this be true Repreſenting,. I 
ſhall not, Fhope, find it difficult to find out the ChurcFs 
Word and Aathority, on which my Faith muſt ſtand. Every 
Member 'of-it, tho he have no-more than the” od Colljer's 
Faith, can help me to it in any part. of the World, for all 
agree like ove Man in every Article, and. therefore ſure in 
this moſt fundamental one. But what now ſhall T thiok af- 
ter this, if it:ſhould {o fall our, thar hardly.ove ina hundrgd 


% » 


of theſe Members know either where this Church of theirs is 
to be found, or what thoſe Determinations of hers are, unto 
which they ſo anavimouſly ſubmit? Nay, what if their Church 
Ir ſelf cannot; 'tell them this? Wheti She: hath Alc MLPGE 
can, to inform both them'and' as, ſu mol | Boker wo. 
one, that wwe ſhall be mifaken ir it, Whatever Wwe take'to bs 
od : | the 
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F 68 ...,.. No: Neceſſtyfor'a Þroteftant' | 
| the ROMAN Church, or her. infa/ible Word? This is it, 
that Iam now, for a Cloſe, to-inquire into. 
It muſt-needs ſeem more than a little abſurd, and exceed- 
ing hard, to tye a man under pain of Damnation, to believe 
he knows not what, and what no body can certainly ſhew 
him ; I mean, a Power in the Church of RO MF, which all 
men deny, hut they of her Communion; and .about which, 
even they who are of her Communion, are ſo divided among 
themſelves, that I do not ſee how ever they can agree abour 
it. Is there no Di/pute in that Church, about this Power 2 
Have they not been even at Daggers drawing among them- 
ſelves about. it 2 Is the Controverfie yet decided 2 - Or.can any 
one promiſe me that it ever ſhall > There is a great Diverſity 
among the Schoalmen ( ſaith our REPRESEN TER ) zu their 
Divinity-Potnts, and Opinions of ſuch matters as ate no Articles 
of Faith, and have no relation to it. but as ſome Circumſtance or 
Manner, which being never defined by the Church, may be main- 
tain'd ſeverally, either this way, or that way, without any breach 
of Faith, or injury to their Religion. I will.not ſtay here to 
ask him, what greater diver/ity he. can find amongſt the 
Members of ,our Church, than he here grants to be amongſt 
PAPISTS; nor why our Dzviftons being no greater than 
theirs, nor more nearly related to any Article of Faith, 
ſhould be leſs conſiſtent with the Z/nty of the Church (as is 
commonly objeed againſt us). than theirs are.: But I ask, 
whether the Supreme Authority of the ROMAN Church, be 
an Article of the ROMAN Faith, or no? And again, whe- 
ther all the. Members of, that Church, be as one man unani- 
mouſly agreed about it, or no? He will fay,.it may be, a- 
bout the Artic/e they are, as to the Sub/tance of it, 'tho 
not as to all Circumſtances: But now it it appear, that theſe 
Circumſtances of the Power about which they der, are ſuch 
as.the thing it, ſelf will be as good as nothing without them ; 
- or if they be not as certainly known and Zeliev/das the Power 
it eff, I think it will follow, that all their agreement-about 
i i bY "OTE RR Ya 
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the Thing, is as good as nothing too, till theſe Circumſtances 
be alſo agreed upon. 5 
-- Thus it is then; I muſt for my Salvatzon believe that, there 
is ſuch a thing as a Supreme Power over all Churches, in the 
Church of ROME; and in this all PAPISTS as one max una- 
nimouſly agree ; but about the Circumſtances of this Power, 
there is a great diverfity of Opinious among them ; yet is this 
.no injury to their Re/zg/ov. Tho without a better agreement 
about theſe Circumſtances, no man (in my opinion) can be 
able to fatisfie me, what their Re/zgzon is; for theſe Circum- 
ſtances about which they differ, are no more but ſuch inconfe- 
derable things as theſe, Whence this Power is ; whether it be 
of God, or of Men; of Divine or Human Right only ; whe- 
ther it extends over all the World, or over all Chriſtians only; 
to Spzritual concerns only, or to Temporals allo ; where it re- 
ſides and is lodg'd ; in the Charch-Diffuftve, or all Chriſtians, 
eſpecially the Paſtors; or in the Charch-Repreſentative , or 
General Councils ; or in the Church-Yirtual, or the POPE. of 
ROME. Theſe petty Circumſtances they differ about, and 
the Church it felt knows not how to agree them ; but what's 
all.this to the Article it ſelf, moſt firmly believ'd by all, 
that is, a Supreme Power in the Church 2 All their Religion 
reſts on the Determinations of their Church ; all the force of 
theſe Determinations to oblige the Faith of men, depend on 
this Supreme Power ; May not a man, however, well enough 
be aſſured of his Religion, tho no man can tell him, Whexce 
this Power is, Over what it 1s, or Where it is? Indeed, what 
other men can do, | know not ; but for my own part, I muſt 
needs think it a very hard matter to believe this Power, and 
to have any certainty of the Religzon toungded on this Power, 
. without ſome better Information about theſe Circumſtances 
oi 1t ; and therefore before I can yield to be of that Religion, 
I muſt beſeech that Church, which will not allow us to be 
ſaved, without an abſolute Submiſſion and Reſignation of our 
- ſelves to her Authority, to tell. us, if not Whence (which is 
BL. yet. 
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yet the moſt material Circumſtance of all the reſt ). yet, 
at leaſt, What and Where it is. A $ 

There is challeng'd by this Charch, a Power of over-ruling 
our Faith by her Jufallible Judgment, and a Power of com- 
manding our Obedience by her Soveraignty. It will therefore 
concern me to ask, How I may be rightly inform'd in both 
theſe great branches of her Power, unto which my ſ«bjeftion 
is required upon pain of Damnation. 

I. She claims a Power of /zterpreting or giving the certain 
Senſe of Scripture, of Judging and finally Deciding all Contro- 
verfres of Religion, of peremptorily Defining and Determining 
in all matters of Faith and Religzous Pradtice ; fo thatall are 
bound, without any further d:ſpute or ſearch, to ſubmit to 
all her Determinations and Decrees. INFALLIBLE then, we 
- muſt believe this Church. to be, and that ſhe cannot Err in 
her Definitions of Faith and Manners : And yet where this 
INFALLIBILITY is to be found, is a. Queſtion the is not to 
this day able to reſolve : In ſhort, I find that this I»falible 
Church, which tells us that ſhe cannot Err,- when ſhe is de- 
fired to make this apparent to the World, can tell us certain- 
ly, both Zow, and in What ſhe can Err; and in this I doubt 
not, but ſhe is /ufa/lible enough ; but who they are in all her 
Communion, or in what things it is, that they caunot err, 
this ſhe could never tell us certainly, and yet it is this aloye 
BE can make her 7yfa/libility, (if ſhe have it) to be of any 
uſe to us. | | 

The REPRESENTER faith, That the PAPIST believes 
that the Paſtors and Prelates of his Church, are Fallible ; that 
there is none of them (and yet the POPE is one of them, 
and COUNCILS are made up of them) but may fall into 
Errors, Hereſy and Schiſm, . and conſequently are ſubjedt to mi- 
Rakes. And further he tells us, That tho ſome allow the POPE 
the aſſiſtance of a Divine Infallibility, without being in a General. 
Council ; yet he is ſatisfied tis only their Opinion, and not their 
Faith, there being no obligation from the Church,” of aſſenting t0- 

* ; any 
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any ſach Doftrine. And tho he maintain the Neceſi#y-and 
Right of General Councils /awfully Aſſembled, yet is it not ſo 


- plain, whether he count them i»fallible or no, by what he 


fays ir that Chapter of Councils: This we are told, 7hat if 
any thing contrary to what Chrift taught and his 4poitles, ſhould 


| be defined and commanded to be believed, even by ten thouſand 


Councils, he believes it damnable in any one to receive it. But in 
the following Chapter, he ſpeaks out, and ſays, That &y the 
Aſftance of the Holy Ghoft, they are ſpecially protefed from 
all Error,in all Definitions and Declarations in matters of Faith: 
And this is true, tho he grants it poſſible, that the Pa#ors 
and Prelates there aſſembled, may be proud, ignorant, covetous, 
enormons finmers, and infamous for other vices, and at other 
times may prevaricate, make Innovations in Paith, and teach 
erroneous Doftrines. Now a man would think, That if all 
the Guides and Paſtors of the Flock (not one excepted) may 
err, then the Sheep, which are bound to follow their Shep- 
herds, may err WA - and if the Fallible lead the Pallible, 'tis 
not zp9ſible for both to err ; and who it is that is 1»fallible, 
is hard to ſee. And again, ſeeing he tells us, That Chriſt com- 
mitted the care of his Flock to St. Peter, and that the POPE 
or Biſhop of Rome is in this charge, St, Peter's Succeſſor, and 
that God aſſifts thoſe who have this charge, with a particular 


helping Grace, ſuch as has a ſpecial reſpect to the Office and Fun- 


Aion, and that ſuch as was given to the Prophets, aud to Moſes, 


when he was made a God to Pharoah. I cannot ſee, but it muſt . 


be as conſequent to all this, that the POPE thould be /ufal/z- 
ble, as that a General Conncil is fo, eſpecially when it -is his 
Approbation that gives force to its Decrees. Moreover, it 1s 
not eafy to believe that Ged hath made a promiſe of ufalli- 


- ble Aſſiſtance to any number of Paſtors and Prelates, who are 


no'better qualified, than he ſuppoſes they may moſt of them 
be, with-Pride, Ignorance; and Yice, Turbulence and Covetouſ- 
neſs, and aſfembfed, it may be, under an Heretical Pope, 


- (for ſuch, 'tis granted he may be) and as vicious too, and 
| gfe ignorant. 
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ny - ignorant as any of them. However, there are 7wo things 
which make it very hard. to find out this /»fallib/ility, where 
he ſends us to ſeek 1t, in a General Council: For firſt, they muſt 
be lawfully aſſembled; and next, they muſt determine nothing 
contrary to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, otherwile 'tu 
damnable to receive their Determinations. Now it will be 
hard for me to find out how /awfully they were aſſembled, 
and therefore as hard to believe all their Decrees as Infallible ; * 
and, I fear, I muſt not be allow'd to examine their Definitions, 
whether they be according to the Dofrine of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, or no, leſt I thereby ſeem to follow my own private - 
Judgment or Spirit, rather than the Infallible Fudgment of the 
Church Repreſentative. This is all then that I can learnfrom 
- his Diſcourſe ; T muſt take it fora Truth, that this /ufallib- 
lity is lodg'd in a General Council, and that it can determine 
nothing contrary to the Dodtrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
and then I need not 72qzire whether it have done ſo, or no; 
tho if it have done ſo, 'tis damnable for me to receive its 
Determinations. But I will hear what others tell me. 
Bellarmin faith, That all Catholicks are thus far agreed, That 
the POPE, as he is POPE, 7» the midſt of his Councellors, or 
together with a General COUNCIL, may Err, or Judg amiſs 
in matters of Faft. And if this be true, he may even ſo err 
in the whole Faith, as far asI can yet ſee; for * may thus 
err in determining that there were ſuch Men as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ; that any of them Preached, planted Churches, writ 
Books; that theſe are their Books, or that St. Peter was at 
ROME, and was Biſhop there; lett the Biſhops of that See his 
Succeſſors in all his Power ; that there hath been an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion of Biſhops in that Church ; that any unwritten 
Traditions concerning Faith and Manners were left to the 
Cuſtody of the Church; and many more ſuch things, which * 
were matters of Fa&, and on which the Faith.of that Church 
depends. Again he faith, That the POPE, as a private Dofor, 
, may Err, even through Ignorance, in matters both of Faith and 
| Manners. - 
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 Aaners. And thus the Charch, whether Yirtaal or Repreſen- 
_ tative, may err. But I would fain hear, wherein ſhe carmot 
_ Err, and whether all Catholicks are agreed as well in thar.- 
_<.: The famous Chance/or of Paris, Gerſon, Almain, Alphonſas 
a Caſtro, the Parifian Doftors, yea; and no leſs man than P. 
ADRIAN the VIth (faith the ſame Author) have taught, 
That the POPE, as he is POPE, may be a Heretich, and teach 
Hereſy, when he defineth any thing without a General COUN- 
CFL. -- And truly, If as a Man he may be a #eretick, I ſee no 
reaſon why he may not be ſo as a POPE, for I take the Mar 
and the POPE to be here 40th one. Bur further, theſe laſt 
ramed will have this I»falibilzty or Fudgment to be in the 


Council, and not in the. POPE. And Be/armin tells us, That - 


this Opinion is not properly Heretical, and for this good Rea- 
ſon (which if it ſhould not hold, they would loſe a great 
part of their C hurch) becauſe they that hold it, are tolerated 
in the Church; yet it ſeems erroneous, and next a kin to Here« 
fre. It ſhould ſeem by this,” thatian Error ?ollerated by the 
Church of ROME, is no Herefre ; but if not tollerated, it is. 
Indeed I know not well how ever ſhe can Err Heretically at 
this rate, unleſs ſhe will grow fo unkind to her ſelf, as not 
to zollerate her own Errors, ' " 5-57 
The ſame Feſt tells us again, That it was the Opinion of 
Albertus Pightus, (and whether he was ſingular in it, or no, 
' I ſhall not now-ask) 7hat the POPE can by no means be a He- 
retick, or teach Herefre publickly, altho himſelf alone define any 
thing without a Council. And this Opinion he acknowledges 
to be probable, yet not certain, But I think 'tis very cer- 


tain that POPES have been Hereticks, either as condemned © 


by, or condemning one another for Zerefte., | 

. Laftly (he faith) the moi? common Opinion, and that for 
which he brings a multitute-of Authors, is this, That whe- 
ther the POPE can be' a Heretick or no, yet he cannot any way 
define any Heretical thing to be believ'd by the whole Church. 
This he calls the moſt ſare _, tho they who are - it, 
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ſeem not very well agreed among themſelves about it : For 
fome of them ſay ſimply, The POPE cannot err : Others _ - 
ſpeak it with this limitation , Proceeding maturely with the 
advice of his Counc;l, But now, ſuppoſe he ſhould be too 
hafty, and define ſomething raſhly of his own head ; Oh! 
That cannot be, ( faith Belarmin) for God will not ſuffer it. 
And yet I wiſh he could tell us, Why God may not as well 
ſuffer-an Heretical POPE to define raſ#ly, or indeed rather. 
_ deliberately, according to his own Heretical Judgment, as" 
ſuffer him, to whom he hath committed the Charge of the 
whole Flock, to fall into Herefie. .- 

: | nmr rey 2p0p+ 5v7 0 variety of Opinigns in the Church 
of Rome, concerning this I»faUible Judg, to which all muſt 
be ſabjet in Matters of Religzon, T begin to think with my 
ſelf, with what ſatisfaction of Conſcience I ſhall be able to live 
in that Communzon. I muſt obey the vrfalible Fudg, or elſe 
be damn'd : And who is this Zyfafible Judg whom I muſt-. 
obey? It is the Church of ROME; this all can tell me with 
one conſent; buttho this were true, yet am I no wiſer for 
it ; that whole Church never yet met to Judg or Determine of 
any thing. Who is it then in this Church, 'to whoſe Judgment 
I muſt ſubmit? Tt is the POPE alone, fay-ſome ; and yet theſe 
ſeme are not agreed, whether he may not-define ſome things. 
 raſbly, without due advice, at leaſt, when he is a Heredick, as 
ſome Popes have been, if Popes themſelves may be believed ; 
and it ſeems not impoſlible, that-an Feretich, obtinate in Er 
ror,may define ſomething raſhly-and unadviſedly. It is notthe 
POPE; but a:Genera/ COUNCIL, fay others; and'why. theſe- 
deſerve not as much credit as the former, Iknow not; for they 
are tolerated by the Church, and ſurely the Infal/zble Church: 
will not for ſhame tolerate any dawgerous Error. "Tis neither 
the: Oye nor.the Other, faith aThird Party; but a-POPE in 
COUNCIL, ora COUNCIL confirm'd bya POPE; and yer 
whether the Determinations of fuch'a Oburch-Repreſentative- 
be of fullvirtue, till they: have been univerlally-receivd; is 
made a ye/tion by a Fourth Party. Where 
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Where are we now, after all this; to ſeek our /vfaliBle 


Jadg > ' Suppoſe a COUNCIL ſhould define it as a matter of 
Faith, that the POPE himfelf i ſubje# to a COUNCIL, ; 
and again, that: a POPE, yea'a: POPE in COUNCIL de- 
fine the contrary, that the COUNCIL # ſubje to the POPE. 
This is no idle Suppoſitzon of an impoſiible or unlikely thing ; 


for whoſoever knows what was done in the Councils of CON. . 
STANCE and BASIL, conſiſting of as many Patriarchs, + 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops,. as moſt 'of the-Councils ever did ; 
and again, what afterwards ipaſs'd in the Councils of FLO- 
RENCE, and the LATERAN, under P. LEO the Xzh, muſt 


know that ſuch a thing, at leaſt, once came to paſs. Suppoſe - 


then this which once was; and if the POPE could endure to 
think of a Free Council, might þe again ; what ſhould I have 
to ground any certain Paith upon ? I mult ſtill under Pain of 
Damnation, ſubmit my Faith to the Judgment of the Church. 


It is not, neither I believe ever will or can be agreed upon, 


which'is the Judgment of the Church,that of the COUNCIL, 
or this of the POPE, or the other of POPE and COUNCIL. 
The Conte#? is between thoſe that will admit of no F«dg, and. 
therefore of no Deci/zov. Their Determinations already extant, 
are diretly contrary one: to another, yet both pretended to 
be of Faith. That $0th cannot be fo; is plain ; and it may be 
neither is ſo. And whether the oe or neither be fo, if 1 
would determine for my ſelf, I make my ſelf: the Fudg'of 
the Church's Definitions, even of thoſe to which-I muſt ſub- 
mit my Judgment, or be damn'd. eV x) CE | 
The'other' Branch: of Power claim'd' by this Church, is 


that of giving'Laws to all Chri/tians\, unto which all that 
will be ſaved, muſt yield Obedience. About this T find no 
better Agreement among them, than about the former. There 


zs ſo great a diſpute among, the Doffors (faith one of them) Almain; 


a - g : epthy 999- | Eccleſ. 
tt extends it ſelf, that in this matter” few things are ſecure. c. 2, 
Yet that ſuch a Power there is, we muſt 4c/ieve, or periſh, 


about the fulneſs of Ecclefraſtical Power, and unto what things 
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hi Principles and Doftrines, aud ſhall join with all good Prote- 
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Power it muſt be, tho we cannot learn how far it reacheth, 


whether to al, or but ſome, either things or perſons. 


. Jt is held by many (faith Bel.) that the POPE hath by Divine 


Right, a moſt full Power over the whole World, in Matters both 


Ecclefiaftical and Czvil. And for this Opinion, he names Augu- 
ftinus T riumphus, Atvarus, Fagus Panormitan, and others ; . 
with whom their Angelicat Door, Thomas of Aquine ſeems to 
conſent ; 7» the POPE (faith he) the Top-height of both Powers. 
Others ſay, Zhat the POPE, as POPE, hath no Temporal 
Power at at all,” neither can any way command Secular Princes, 
or deprive them of their Kingdoms and Principalities, tho other- 
wiſe they deſerve to be deprived of them. For this Opinion, 
he names not ſo: much as one of their own Communion ; why, 
1 know not, unleſs it were, becauſe he knew it to be an 
Opinion very unwelcome at ROME:;;. or becauſe he thought 
there were but a few iconftderable PAPISTS that held it. 
And therefore he fathers it upon the Zerezicks, whoſe Loy- 
alty to their Princes will better bear it. | | 

The REPRESENTER here tells us, He knows that” the 
Depofing and King-killing Power has been maintained by ſome 
Canoniſts and Divines of his Church, and that it is in their 
Opinion lawful, and annex'd to the Papal Chair. And that 
; Popes. have endeauour'd to att according to this Power. 
Yet is he not willing that Zereticks of any ſort, ſhould carry 
away the Honour, which Be//armin beſtow'd upon them, of a 


Loyal Religion; but faith, That there are of his Communion 


three times the number, that publickly diſown all ſuch Autho- 


tity ; that ſomne Univerſities and Frovincial Councils, have con” 


demn'd it ; and that Popiſh Princes ft as ſafe on their Thrones, 
as.others.. Yea, and he will engage, that all Catholick Nations 
in the World, ſhall ſubſcribe to.the Condemmation of all ſuch Po- 


far the extinguiſhing them, with all that profeſs and 
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tho none ean certainly tell us what kind of Power it is, whe- | 
ther purely __ or Temporal alſo. - And an ©niverſal 


praftice them; and utter rooting them out of his Majeſties three 
Kingdoms, and the whole Univerſe. 1 muſt do him right, nor- 
_ withſtanding all this ; for he hath not ſaid, That the who/e 
Church of ROME, or'any General Council hath” condemn'd 
this Dofrine ; or that it is by publick Authority, for the. of- _ 
fence it gives, raſed out of the Canoy-Law, nor the LATE- 
RAN Council; nor that Proteſtant Princes can it as fafely in 
- Popiſh Countries, as Popiſh Princes may in Proteſtant Cour- 
tries. And when he tells us, That the Sentence of the Supreme 
Paſtor is to be obey d, whether he be Infallible or no; altho 1 
have a great Opinion of the Loya/ty of many PAPISTS, I 
durſt hardly exgage for hs, if there ſhould chance to be ſuch 
a POPE again, as himſelf confeſſeth ſome have been. © 
But what faith Be/armin > A. third ſort there ws, that takes 

a middle way; and he names not a few of them, himſelf be- 
ing one of the number. 7heſe hold, that the POPE, as POPE, 
hath indeed no Temporal Power direaly and immediately, but 
Spiritually ouly- And ſuch as he makes it, there needs no. 
more ; for it will ſerve his Holineſs as wel, and' the Here- 
ticks as i/, to all intents and purpoſes, yea even to the depo 
Jing of Princes, as the greateſt Temporal Power in the World. 
For (faith he) 4y reaſon of this Spiritual, he hath alfo, at leaſt 
indiretly, a Temporal Power, and that no leſs than the higheſt. 
And even as the Spirit or Soul hath Power #ver. the Fleſh , 
to Chaſtiſe , -and even to deliver it up to Death, in order to 
the Spiritual ends of the Soul : So alſo may the POPE, tho not 
as. an ordinary Fudg, yet as an extraordinary, -in order to ſþi= 
ritual Ends, change Kingdoms, taking them from one, and gi- 
wing them to another, _— the Civil Laws of Princes, aud 


determine of their Rights, This I am ſure is'more than ever 

St. Peter had by Virtue, either of the.Rock, 'or XFeys, or Pa- 

floral Staff; and I am confident, he never thought of half 

this, when he charged all Men to-ſubmit to'the King as SU- 

PREME, x Per. 2. 13. Nor when, v. 17. bidding us Zonour 

all Men, love the. Brotherhood, fear God, honour the King ; o- ED 
h ” omirtt 
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* * omitted to. mind us.of the. great Duty of all, the' Subjeftion 


' we mult yield to his, Sucreors, the:Biſhops of ROME; eſpe- 
cially, when he might well ſuppoſe we ſhould: have been | 
much.apter to 
"Seceellorfe gat, Inge 21 AP 
Tis. time for me now, think, to:confider, into what a 
. Labyrinth | muſt run my ſelf, by going over to the Church 
of RO ME; and how-1 can behave my. ſelf, when- I come 
there,.-.I am. going into'a Church, out of which, I am told, 
there is no.Salvarzon ;..yet. cannot foreſee, tharthis Church 
her ſelf can tell me ſurely, how I may be faved in it. OF - 
this Church, I am:told, I cannot be a Member to any pur- 
poſe, it I be. not-in all'things:Subje# and Obedjent to the 
Szpreme Head of it, the POPE: . And: ſubje"to-him I can- 
not be, if 1 a&zvely obey not: his: Commands ; for' paſſive Obe- 
dience 15 now become the deſpiſed Badg of a Heretick. But 
what the POPE's Power -to command is, I can meet with no 
Body that can certainly inform me.: It is an ab/olute Power 
over all the World, ſay jome. No, (fay others) but only over 
Chriſtians, and in things Spiritual. Well, ( fays the third 
Party) tho it be diretly and immediately only Spiritual, yet. 
it is.no leſs. for.that ; but in order to Spirituals, it reacheth 
oyer.all, -both-7Zemporal Perſons, Laws aud Judgments.” AV 
this Power is.10, me only,. faith the POPE." Yow ate too 
haſty, Sir, ſay ſome Comncils., andthe Doors of France : 
for the chief- Power is by Chrif himſelf given to the Comncil, 
and even to.put downand ſet. up-POPES, as theywould deal 
| by Ling and Emperors. Which of theſe now muſt Tbelieve 
and obey d'aide.) N35 yan jon F008 
. The, Prince, under: whoſe Government I live, may com-' 
mand me. one.thing ; and the-POPE, my Spiritual Fathe#, 
may. command the. contrary. . How muſt I now do" to. bear 
my {elf evenly-betwixt twa-fuch Mafers? Teonfultmy Spi- 
ritual Guides, and take the beſt: 4dvice 1 can get-;:ſome lay 
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one thing, and ſome.another.; and which tobelieve, Iſtand* | 
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have learn'd it of himfelf, than of any of his 


in need of another Gaide to dire me ; nay, the Church it 
elf, knew I where to find. her, (fo vi/b/e is,She) conld nor | 
telt mewhich is in the right. If Ibelieve thoſe, who tell me - + 
the POPE-has no-Power in Temporal matters ; then is my 
Prince in all ſuch Matters to be obey'd, fay the' 
he will to the contrary. If I hearken to them, that tell me 

the POPE has a fulneſs of Power in all, both Temporal and 
Spiritual matters ;*T-muft obey my Prince in nothing with. 
out the POPE's leave. ' If T liſten to' them; who fay, The 
POPE's Power in Temporal matters, is indeed the higheſt- 
Power ; yet indirey only, and in order to Spiritual ends, 
then am I fo far to obey'it, and'no farther. And here I am - 

at as great a loſs as ever; for who ſhall judg for me, whe- 
ther: his Commands be needful for Sy:rizaal ends or no 2.It © 

is very unlikely, that my Prince and the Tope ſhould-agree 

in the Determination of this Point ; and the difference being. -+ - 
between them two, and their Commands ,. to whoſe. award 
will they ſtand?' I muſt here neceſſarily be. left to. the Dzre-- 
Aiomof my own, or fome other private Judgment, and which + : 
= gy take, it is an even” Wager whether I can be. 
aved.” I, Ee Nee 

*. I havebeen conſidering all this while fot myſelf alone, 
and the ſatisfaction of myowncaubiench, oT reſume not. to - 
jaudg for, nor of others,” They V Have. mi E: 
better Eyes, may go on more ci ly; tis all. 
bod ieor't Ap my ſelf; and as ivaſfeuſfoely.as .cq 


DIEKS, and dare not fy the contrary, Þr 
another Re/pgzon than I, becauſe they ate 
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I cannot yet think it-neceſ{ary to Salvation, to believe tus 4 
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